New - Metropolitan Development Blueprint Award

for Government Innovations

Asin years past, the Grand Valey Metropolitan Council is sending you an application
package for the Metropolitan Development Blueprint Award. Though we will be looking
for recipients again this year in our usual manner, we would like to point out that this
year we have enhanced the process to include a special emphasis on Local Government
solutions to critical challenges being faced all over our West Michigan area. After years
of dealing with deep cutbacks in assessed values, shared revenues and other funding
sources, local leaders at nearly all levels of government have been working out new ways
to provide services despite these significant shortfalls. Some solutions, such as layoffs,
furloughs and contract renegotiations, can have dramatic and serious effects on families
and our local economy. Other solutions may be less significant in their individual effect,
but in total might lead local governments to important new procedures and practices that
could improve the balance sheet and help sustain quality levels of public service with
fewer required resources.

So thisyear, itisour intent at GVMC to take alook at the various solutions being
adopted or practiced by any of our local governments during these troubling times. Itis
our hope that we can highlight many of these at our upcoming Growing Communities
Conference (June 10, 2010) and honor some of the best ideas with a special MDB Award
for Government Innovations.

Please look over the attached MDB application and if you have any questions about
gualifications, deadlines or anything else, please feel freeto give me acall at 616-776-
7611, or e-mail me at bowmana@gvmc.org.

Sincerely,

%/Ljé/\,

Andrew Bowman, PCP, Planning Director
Grand Valey Metro Council
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Theintent of the Metropolitan Development Blueprint
Award is to recognize persons, companies, agencies, mu-
nicipalities or organizations that have helped advance the
Blueprint vision: compact, livable communities; regional
centers of employment; retention of open lands and well
designed transportation and transit systems.

Government Innovations Award

Thisyear, GVMC is expanding the scope of the MDB
Award to include a focus on “Government |nnova-
tions’. Therefore, in addition to Development/Designs
or Policy/Programs as indicated in the Entry Rules be-
low, anew level of digibility will include Government
Innovations. This category will encourage submissions
by any municipality or governing entity including
Townships, Cities, Villages, Counties or other govern-
mental agencies West Michigan.

Entry Rules
Eligibility
1. Location: Kent County or its surrounding seven coun-
ties including Ottawa, Muskegon, Montcalm, Newaygo,
lonia, Barry, and Allegan.

2. Project Qualification:
A. Development/Design Projects:
Must be complete “built” project
B. Policy/Organizational Projects:
Must have administrative approvals
C. Government Innovation Projects:
Must bein current use by governing entity

3. If more than one participant has submitted a nomination
for the same project, GVMC may ask that nomineesto
combine their interest to become one nominee.

4. Additional information may be requested by judging
committees.

5. References and/or endorsements are required.

Entry Deadline
All entries must be submitted by March April 7, 2009

Entry Requirements

All applicants are asked to submit the attached entry form,
which consists of four sections. Section | asks for general
information and section |1 asks for a narrative description
of your entry. Section 1l contains a checklist for you to
identify the award category(ies) applicable to your entry
and an explanation of why you feel so. Section IV asks
for information on three (3) independent references
(including name, address, telephone number, and fax num-
ber) for your entry.

In addition to the entry form, applicants should submit support-
ing documentation as necessary, such as photographs, video
tapes, written materials (e.g., an evaluation of the outcomes of
the project, project literature, site plans, minutes, maps, press
releases, copies of state or local policy), and any other informa-
tion that may assist program judges in make award decision.

Please submit your entry package to the following address:
Grand Valley Metro Council

Attn: Gayle McCrath

678 Front Ave SW

Suite 200

Grand Rapids, M| 49504

If you have any questions on categories or qualifications, please
call Gayle at 776-7613 or e-mail at mccrathg@gvmce.org.

Judging and Award Criteria

Grand Valley Metro Council staff will conduct an initial screen-
ing of al applications received. A second screening will then be
conducted within two citizen review sub-committees. These
committees will review and discuss each nominee and select
award recipients to be passed onto the GVMC Public Informa-
tion & Education Committee and the Executive Committee for
endorsement.

Entries will be judged based on (1) general criteria, (2) qualify-
ing one or more Blueprint award categories (listed on page 3),
and (3) meeting criteria specific to the Blueprint Principles
(listed on page 4) adopted by the Blueprint Committee.

General Criteria

- Theentry directly or indirectly reflects one or more of the
Blueprint visions including compact, livable communities;
regional centers of employment; retention of open lands and
well designed transportation and transit systems.
The entry demonstrates innovation and uniqueness.
The entry provides amodel for othersto follow.
The positive outcomes from the entry are continuing/
sustainable.
Attains governing efficiencies by maintaining or improv-
ing public services at the same or reduced cost.

Notification and Presentation

Metropolitan Development Blueprint Awards will be presented
at the Annual Growing Communities conference in June 2010.
Winners will be notified by mail prior to the conference.

Use of information in
GVMC materials

Grand Valley Metro Council reserves the right to use all nomi-
nated project information submitted for the Metropolitan Devel-
opment Awards for presentation or educational purposes.
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Blueprint Award Categories

1 LAND USE

- Neighborhood Enhancement and Revitalization.
Designs, promotions, projects, procedures, etc. which
preserve, enhance and revitalize existing neighbor-
hoods.

Regional Employment Centers. Parks, designs, loca-
tion decisions, infrastructure enhancements, etc., which
enhance recognized regional employment centers.

- Collaborative Planning. Two or more entities with
land use planning powers, joining together with others
(municipalities, agencies, organizations, companies,
individuals, associations, etc.) to producing effective
policy change.

Designsfor Community Stability. Any design, or-
ganizational, legal, project, etc. which accomplishes
“livable community design” standards as adopted by
the GVMC and Blueprint Committee.

2. TRANSPORTATI ON

- Enhancing Transit Options. Projects, promotions,
procedures, structures, etc. which creates effective
transportation alternatives to the personal automobile
and expands services to stem disconnected working
families from new suburban jobs.

- Traffic Reduction/Calming. Projects, structures,
landscaping, striping, guidelines, code changes, etc.
which make streets a part of the public open space of a
neighborhood or community and compels a reduction
in auto speed by street/lane/streetscape design.

- Supporting Compact Urban Form. Plans, designs,
routes, policies which support compact urban form and
reflect the true metro-wide costs of sending higher vol-
ume traffic routes into undevel oped, unplanned areas.

3. UTILITIES/INFRASTRUCTURE

- Unifying Systems. Project, policies, agreements, rate
structures, etc. which create inter-jurisdictional or
shared systems of building and maintaining urban in-
frastructure.

- Supporting Compact Urban Form. Plans, designs,
programs, decisions, policies, etc. which support com-
pact urban form and reflect the true metro-wide costs of
providing urban sewer and water services into undevel-
oped, unplanned areas.

4. ENVI RONMENT

Sustainability. Plans, designs, programs, decisions,
policies, etc. which effectively analyzes and influences
the long-term capability of the natural environment or
an ecological system to support an anticipated, large-
scale, human structural change within that environment
or system.

- Greenways Network. Plans, designs, routes, policies,
acquisitions, etc. which support a system of intercon-
nected natural or landscaped greenways or corridors
which provide opportunities for recreation, personal
transportation, utility use, or scenic landscape expo-
sures.

- Conservation/Preservation. Plans, designs, pro-
grams, decisions, acquisitions, policies, etc. which ef-
fectively, legally and permanently isolate important
open and working lands from urban encroachment.

5. SHARI NG RESOURCES REGIONALLY

Inter-jurisdictional Agreements. Plans, designs, pro-
grams, decisions, policies, etc. which provide for joint
conduct of municipal affairs.

Cost Sharing. Plans, designs, programs, decisions,
policies, etc. which provide for shared costs in the pro-
viding of services or infrastructure.

Community Assistance. Plans, designs, programs,
decisions, palicies, etc. which bring the advantages of
shared resources to provide higher levels of public ser-
vice, resource use or structural improvement in areas
where there is the greatest need.

- Affordable Housing. Plans, designs, projects, pro-

grams, decisions, policies, etc. which promote or create
greater levels of quality housing choices at costs af -
fordable to the low and moderate income families.
Information Exchange. Projects, initiatives, pro-
grams, networks, agreements, etc. which enhance the
exchange of important information about our commu-
nity’s and natural environment, particularly between
governmental jurisdictions and with the community at
large.

6. LEADERSHIP

Community Capacity Building. Programs, decisions,
policies, etc. which increase the organizational and/or
leadership potentia for making meaningful change
within a community or neighborhood.

I ssue Development. Programs, decisions, palicies, etc.
which further the understanding of, and the ability to
solve, key issues facing neighborhoods, communities,
government, or the public at large.

Innovative Gover ning Approaches. Programs, initia-
tives, decisions, policies, etc. which apply new tech-
nigues and concepts in governing to promote effective
public engagement in determining the nature, shape,
function and longevity of their communities.

7. CITIZEN PARTICIPATION AND EDUCATION

Innovative Involvement Strategies. Programs, initia-
tives, decisions, policies, strategies, etc. which use new
and effective methods of public engagement in deter-
mining the nature, shape, function and longevity of
their communities.

Community Activism and Achievement. Anindivid-
ual, group, community or municipality who has dedi-
cated substantial time, effort, human or financial re-
sources in changing the use of normal procedures and
practices to provide real improvement in community
livability, greenways and open spaces, transit options,
regionalism, and other similar issues.

Public Awareness. Programs, methods, initiatives,
decisions, policies, strategies, etc., which elevate public
awareness of the problems associated with uncoordi-
nated metropolitan growth, prepares the public to
choose the most appropriate solutions, and to become
ongoing involved partiesin a process which ensures
that their communities are built and maintained in their
best, long-term interests.
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Blueprint Principles

LAND USE PATTERNS
Promote regional settlement patterns in our metropolitan area to better integrate development with existing urbanized areas and to cultivate the unique quali-
ties of community places and neighborhoods.
Involve regional planning entities or cooperative coordinating municipal associations in decision-making about significant land uses affecting broad settle-
ment patterns.
Promote land use patterns that most efficiently use existing public infrastructure and community resources without diminishing the social, economic and
cultural values of existing residential settlements and neighborhoods.
Promote devel opment patterns that help maintain the viable long-term use of working open lands such as agriculture and forestry.

CONSERVATION

Identify and protect those natural areas in our metropolitan region which enhance the quality of our air, water and habitat for wildlife.
Establish a metro-wide system of environmental corridors, greenways, or landscapes, which establish convenient, non-destructive public use of our natural
environment including bikeways, recreation areas, nature walks, and scenic preserves.

Promote the cleanup and reuse of vacant and under-utilized buildings and sites served with public utilities.

CITIZEN INVOLVEMENT

Facilitate the focused involvement of local citizens, municipal officials, regional authorities and recognized experts to identify, design and maintain desir-
able, attractive and stable neighborhoods.

Make up-to-date information on regional development and planning widely available over a variety of mediaincluding pamphlets, books, classes, presenta-
tions, broadcast, and Internet.

PUBLIC UTILITY INFRASTRUCTURE
Plan and develop timely, orderly and efficient arrangements of public facilities and servicesthat reinforce local land use plans devel oped within aregional
framework or perspective.
Promote a single regional sewer, water and stormwater authority charged with integrating and equitably paying for the provision of these services within
regionally adopted patterns of land use.
Utility development and management should emphasi ze resource conservation while assuring environmental safety from contamination.

COMMUNITY DESIGN

Promote the adoption of community design standards by local planning entities that improve the use and enjoyment of urban and community environments.
Through focused community involvement in the design process, plan neighborhoods, cities and community centers which exhibit:

A sense of place and community.

Safety and less crime.

Broad diversity of social and economic status.

Respect for cultural and natural heritage.

Educational opportunities and success.

Buildings and routes scaled to human needs for personal access, safety and aesthetic comfort.
Easy access to natural aress.

Protection of environmentally sensitive aress.

T UTUTUUTUUTUTU

COOPERATION AND COORDINATION
Promote inter-jurisdictional, regional cooperation and collaboration among communities to work towards quality, efficient, equitable, cost effective and
long- term delivery of government services to all residents throughout the region.
Further enhance mechanisms for encouraging inter-governmental cooperation between and among federal, state and local jurisdictions with increased em-
phasison inter-local activities.

EQUITY AND PROPERTY RIGHTS

Strive to protect the interest of all landowners from poor regiona development design, inefficient and costly use of land resources, unbalanced allocation of
regional public resources and unnecessarily restrictive regulation.

The costs and benefits of regional services and development should be shared in an equitable manner and on aregional basis.

TRANSPORTATION
Link land use decision-making and the provision of transportation facilities so as to encourage compact livable communities.
Develop a system of transportation which:

Maintains or improves the level of service for the current system of streets and thoroughfares,
Supports local land use patterns and regional activity centers as outlined in aregional framework plan,
Incorporates where possible mass transit, bicycling and pedestrian opportunities, and

Minimizes negative environmental impact.

TUTUTTU
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Government Innovations- MDB Award

For years now, governmental unitsthroughout  out new ideas and its capability to create new

the State of Michigan have been losing the waysto solve difficult issues. Itiswiththisin
financial resources which have supported the mind that GVMC'’ s Public Information and
very public services we have all cometo ex- Education Committee has extended this spe-
pect in our high quality neighborhood and cial invitation to all governing entitiesin our
communities. Declining contributions, origi- West Michigan Growing Communities Con-
nally obligated from the State of Michigan, ference area. If you have worked with, are
coupled with sharply declining citizen in- aware of, or been the beneficiary of any inno-
comes and property values have left local vative programs or new approachesin deliver-
governments with little choice but to severely ing public services, please encourage the ap-
reduce services and/or find new revenue propriate officials with that governing entity
streams or resources to support them. to submit an application for the Metropolitan

Development Blueprint Award. Y ou can also
On the other hand, West Michigan has a well contact us here at GVMC and let us know

deserved reputation for its willingnessto try more about it and we can follow up.
Entry Form
Please use a separate form for each entry. Y ou may photocopy thisform if necessary. Please type or print.
Section |
Entry Name:

Entry Location:

Submitted By (Individual(s) or Organization Name(s):

Address;

Telephone:

Fax:

Email:

Contact Person:

Section ||

On a separate sheet(s) of paper, please provide a narrative description of your entry (Please limit your de-
scription to 500 words or less.)
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Section |11

Check one or more: Which award category(ies) and sub-category(ies) appliesto your entry. Please ex-
plain why you feel your entry meets each of these award criteria. Y ou may use a separate sheet of paper if

needed.

Q Land Use - Sub-Category(ies):

Q Transportation — Sub-Category(ies):

Q UtilitiesInfrastructure— Sub-Category(ies):

Q Environment — Sub-Category(ies):

Q Sharing Resour ces Regionally — Sub-Category(ies):

Q Leadership — Sub-Category(ies):

Q Citizen Participation & Education — Sub-Category(ies):
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Section 1V

Please provide three (3) independent references for your entry. Be sure to include a name, address, tele-
phone number, and fax number for each reference. To the extent possible, your references should be se-

lected from the stakeholders that will be affected by your entry.

Reference 1

Name:

Title:

Organization:
Address:

Telephone:

Fax:

Reference 2

Name:

Title:

Organization:
Address:

Telephone:

Fax:

Reference 3

Name:

Title:

Organization:
Address:

Telephone:

Fax:
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Grand Valley Metro Council
Riverview Center

Suite 200

678 Front Ave SW

Grand Rapids, M1 49504



