
all the important functions of  our lives including schools, 
commerce, housing, finance, transportation, environment, 
and government.  Join for this session which will explore 
public/private solutions to the mounting issues facing 
Michigan today  
 

Foreclosure Response:  
New Challenges Lead to New Approaches 
Kent County has seen more than 15,000 homes go into 
foreclosure in recent years.  But the work of  our local initia-
tive, Foreclosure Response, with 70 community partners, led 
to a reduction in foreclosures last year.  How does this 
model work?  Can it be replicated?  Conference participants 
will learn from a wide array of  perspectives.  

• Laurie Craft, Program Dir., GR Comm. Foundation 

• Alan Kitson, President, LeeKitson Homes 

• Darel Ross, President, Lighthouse Communities, Inc. 

• Terry Schweitzer, Comm. Dev. Dir.,  City of  Kentwood 

• Kym Spring, Coordinator, Foreclosure Response 

 

Reconnecting Division:  
A Silver Lining to Brownfield Planning 
Jay Hoekstra, Senior Planner GVMC, et. al.   The 
Division Avenue transit line is one of  the busiest in the 
Rapid transit system, and one day may have increased ser-
vice with bus rapid transit including stations.  This session 
examines the potential for redevelopment, transit oriented 
development levels of  development, the EPA Brownfield 
grant work and the flurry of  federal grant programs sup-
porting sustainable government.  Sustainable planning 
guidelines for federal programs may change the face of  pub-
lic planning with the merging of  housing, transportation, air 
quality, water quality and energy planning. 
 

It’s On! Con-Con Debate of 2010 
On November 2, 2010, we the citizens of  the State of  
Michigan will vote on if  we want to change the rules by 
which we govern ourselves.  The current constitution man-
dates that we vote on this issue every 16 years, so we will not 
have another such chance until 2026. Given the unprece-
dented times we are now experiencing, is it time for such a 
change?  Join this session as, Mr. John Logie of  Warner, 
Norcross & Judd and Mr. Richard Studley, Michigan Cham-
ber of  Commerce, debate the pro’s and con’s of  holding 
such a convention in the year ahead.  The session will be 
moderated by Professor Kevin den Dulk, Ph.D., of  the 
GVSU Political Science Department.  

Merges Emerge in Southwest Michigan 
Ryan Kilpatrick, Comm/Econ Dev Dir., Douglas, MI 
As we attempt to consider all forms of  service efficiencies and 
tax-payer cost savings, it has become essential to rethink as 
well our historic, place-based governing structures and the 
relevant services they provide.  Local officials throughout 
Michigan have been considering a great variety of  ways they 
can consolidate and merge entities.  Innovations in consolida-
ton have ranged from blending departments, to combining 
municipal services across political boundaries to perhaps the 
most complete form: complete merging political jurisdictions.  
Join us for a discussion about the choices being made in the 
Saugatuck/Douglas area as it examines consolidating services 
and merging community interests. 
 

Citizen Service: Involvement to Investment 
Steve Faber,  Executive Dir., Friends of GR Parks 
Suzanne Schulz, Planning Dir., City of Grand Rapids   
With most local government officials seeing their leanest years 
ever in terms of  funding, citizen engagement in community 
service has become an absolute necessity.  But the inverse, that 
is providing service to citizens, is the more traditional role of  
local government.  Taxes are paid, employees are hired, ser-
vices are rendered and the whole system is managed from City 
Hall.  But is this the only model for improving our lives and 
our neighborhoods?  Does this provide a more sustainable 
future which does less harm to our environment but preserves 
the communities we love to be in and around?  This session 
will provide a glimpse into a new citizen-based approach for 
investing in our future and providing services with govern-
ment.  See how the City of  Grand Rapids’ innovative approach 
to planning for a “greener” city has catalyzed ways for citizens 
to take a more vital and productive role in the quality and value 
of  their parks, open spaces and neighborhoods.  Engage in a 
discussion exploring the tensions associated with new models 
and expectations for civic engagement. 
 

Joining Sectors for Michigan’s Future 
Doug Rothwell,  Pres/CEO Business Leaders for 
Michigan and John Kennedy, Pres./CEO Autocam.  
This session will examine Public/Private Partnerships and how 
they can lead to positive innovative choices to address Michi-
gan’s mounting fiscal problems.  We have arrived at a point in 
time where Public/Private Partnerships are no longer eco-
nomic development buzzwords or dressed up versions of  the 
same old silos.  No other state in the union knows this better 
than Michigan as we have seen all sectors of  our state in com-
plete disarray from recent declines in our once heralded auto 
industry.  As our economic base so dramatically shifts, so do 
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INNOVATIONS AND ADAPTATIONS FOR 

SUSTAINING COMMUNITY  

 

 
THURSDAY, JUNE 10, 2010 

 
PRINCE CONFERENCE CENTER 

 

G
ra

n
d

 V
a

lle
y M

e
tro

p
o

lita
n

 C
o

u
n

c
il 

6
7

8
 F

ro
n

t A
ve

 S
W

; S
u

ite
 2

0
0

 
G

ra
n

d
 R

a
p

id
s, M

ic
h

ig
a

n
 4

9
5

0
4

 

GRAND VALLEY METROPOLITAN COUNCIL 

ANNUAL  
GROWING COMMUNITIES 

CONFERENCE 



 

Where We Stand 
 
It seems as if  we can’t get away from an endless stream 
of  bad news the economy of  our State.  But if  we want 
to improve where we are going, we need a more consis-
tent understanding of  where we stand.  To help set the 
record straight for this year’s conference, we thought we 
needed start the day with a baseline presentation of  in-
formation about the state of  affairs in Michigan and in 
Grand Rapids and to understand ourselves in relation to 
other areas in our national economy. 
 
Doug Rothwell  
Pres./CEO, Business Leaders for Michigan. 
Doug Rothwell has worked as an executive in the public, 
private and non-profit sectors for three state Governor's 
and two Fortune 500 companies.  Currently, Doug is 
President & CEO of  Business Leaders for Michigan. He 
helped form this organization and develop the Michigan 
Turnaround Plan, a five-step strategy to make Michigan 
a top ten state for job & economic growth that has 
gained broad support throughout the state.  Doug will 
be sharing his insight into Michigan’s current state of  
economy discussing a range of  trends and issues facing 
Michigan today. 
 
George Bosnjak 
Bus. Dev. Manager, The Right Place Inc. 
George Bosnjak has spent the last six years working in 
West Michigan, particularly in Grand Haven as Execu-
tive Director of  the DDA, and in Grand Rapids as Busi-
ness Development Manager at the Right Place, Inc.  This 
wide range of  experience has given him a practical un-
derstanding of  how Grand Rapids is doing in our cur-
rent challenging economy.  George has a BS degree in 
economics and an MPA in Urban and Regional Planning 
& Policy, and will offer his understanding of  the where 
we stand in Grand Rapids and what we can expect in the 
years ahead.  
 

M O R N I N G  P L E N A R Y  S E S S I O N  

Conference Attendees 
 

Name _______________________________________  

Organization _________________________________  

Title _______________________________________  

Address _____________________________________  

City/State____________________________________  

Phone_______________________________________  

Fax_________________________________________  

E-Mail ______________________________________  
I require a vegetarian meal: � 
 

Name _______________________________________  

Organization _________________________________  

Title _______________________________________  

Address _____________________________________  

City/State____________________________________  

Phone_______________________________________  

Fax_________________________________________  

E-Mail ______________________________________  
I require a vegetarian meal: � 
 

Payment 
Advance Payment Required. Cash/Checks Only. 

$75.00 per person  
$85.00 per person if postmarked after June 1, 2010 

 

Send payment along with registration form to: 
 Grand Valley Metropolitan Council 
 Attn: Gayle McCrath 
 678 Front Ave NW, Suite 200 
 Grand Rapids, Michigan  49504 
 

Cancellation Policy 
Full refund before June 1, 2010. No refunds after June 1, 
2010. 
 

For More Information 
Phone: (616) 776-7613    Fax: (616) 774-9292 

E-Mail: mccrathg@gvmc.org 
Website: www.gvmc.org 

Date & Time: June 10, 2010, 7:30 AM – 3:00 PM 
 

Location: Calvin College  
  Prince Conference Center 
  1800 East Beltline SE 
  Grand Rapids, Michigan 49546 
  (616) 526-7200 
 

Parking: Parking is available at the Prince Center. 

M E T R O P O L I T A N  D E V E L O P M E N T  B L U E P R I N T  A W A R D S  
This year’s Metropolitan Blueprint Awards winners will also be recognized during the luncheon break. 

Testing Assumptions,  
Preparing to Adapt 
 

Lewis G. Bender, Ph.D. 
Consulting & Training Services   
 
Adapting to change is never easy.  In Michigan and Grand 
Rapids, we seem to be barely able to absorb one wave of 
bad news before we are already reacting to the next wave.  
Our expectations become set, often negatively, and we 
come to expect bad news — over and over. For public 
officials, especially for those who must plan ahead and steer 
an appropriate course on behalf of an expectant citizenry, 
this pattern can lead to a sense of inevitable bad outcomes 
and make it impossible to properly conduct public affairs.  
The sad irony of course is that such times are when a strug-
gling communities most need leaders who are able to look 
past the current strife and see the necessary change as they 
intentionally move their citizenry in a deliberate, and hope-
fully successful, direction.   
 
 Dr. Lewis Bender is a Professor Emeritus of Public Ad-
ministration at Southern Illinois University at Edwardsville 
(SIUE).  Throughout his career, Professor Bender has been 
deeply involved in community-based applied research, or-
ganizational goal setting and planning, and approaches to 
organizational development.  
 
 Dr. Bender will lead conference participants through a 
workshop-style session to help conferees test their current 
assumptions and determine how such assumptions may be 
impacting us.  He will also identify some key approaches to 
moving beyond assumptions and embracing real innova-
tions while adapting to new conditions in a productive way.  
While this session is not intended to supply answers to all 
our questions, we do think it will provide a unique look at 
our collective expectations and prepare us to get more out 
of the day’s breakout sessions and networking opportuni-
ties.  

L O C A T I O N  R E G I S T R A T I O N  

Conference Location Conference Location Conference Location Conference Location  

 


