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Grand Valley  
Metropolitan Council 

• MPO 

• REGIS 

• Legislative Advocacy 

• Intergovernmental Cooperation 

• Lower Grand Organization of 
Watersheds (LGROW) 

• Air Quality 

• Strategic Initiatives  



Who Are We? 

• Ada Township 
• Algoma Township  
• Allendale Township  
• Alpine Township  
• Belding  
• Byron Township  
• Caledonia Township  
• Cannon Township  
• Cascade Township  
• Cedar Springs  
• Coopersville  
• Courtland Township  
• East Grand Rapids  
• Gaines Township  
• Georgetown Township  
• Grand Rapids  
• Grand Rapids Township  
• Grandville  
• Greenville 

 
 

• Hastings  
• Hudsonville  
• Ionia  
• Jamestown Township  
• Kent County  
• Kentwood  
• Lowell  
• Village of Middleville  
• Ottawa County  
• Plainfield Township  
• Rockford  
• Village of Sand Lake 
• Tallmadge Township 
• Walker  
• Wayland 
• Wyoming 

 

35 Governments Representing    
650,000 Residents of West Michigan 

http://www.algomatwp.org/
http://www.algomatwp.org/
http://www.algomatwp.org/
http://www.allendale-twp.org/
http://www.alpinetwp.org/
http://www.ci.belding.mi.us/
http://www.byrontownship.org/
http://www.caledoniatownship.org/
http://www.cannontwp.org/
http://www.cascadetwp.com/
http://www.cityofcedarsprings.org/
http://www.cityofcoopersville.com/
http://www.courtlandtwp.org/
http://www.eastgr.org/
http://www.gainestownship.org/
http://www.gtwp.com/
http://www.grand-rapids.mi.us/
http://www.grandrapidstwp.org/
http://www.cityofgrandville.com/
http://www.greenvillemi.org/City-of-Greenville.aspx
http://www.hastings.mi.us/
http://www.hudsonville.org/
http://www.ci.ionia.mi.us/
http://www.twp.jamestown.mi.us/
http://www.kentcounty.org/
http://www.ci.kentwood.mi.us/
http://www.ci.lowell.mi.us/
http://villageofmiddleville.org/
http://www.co.ottawa.mi.us/
http://www.plainfieldchartertwp.org/
http://www.rockford.mi.us/
http://www.tallmadge.com/
http://www.tallmadge.com/
http://www.tallmadge.com/
http://www.ci.walker.mi.us/
http://www.cityofwayland.org/
http://www.ci.wyoming.mi.us/


Member Benefits 
 
• Metropolitan Planning Organization 

(MPO)  
 

• Be Inside the Decision Making Loop 
 

• Share Innovations and Best Practices 
 

• Amplified Voice in State and Federal 
Policy Making and Legislation 

 

• Save Money and Improve Service 
Through Cooperative / Collaborative 
Partnerships 



Educational Programs 
 

 

 

Strategic and Crisis Communications for Local Governments 

Lower Grand River Organization Watersheds Spring Forum and Educational Conference 



Educational Programs 
 

 

 

Legislative Street Summit 

Safe Routes To Schools Seminar 

Community 
Collaboration 
Work Group 

Report 



Transportation MPO 
• $100 Million per year in transportation funding for our region 
• The GVMC MPO is in charge of implementing the transportation planning 

process  including:  
– Freight 
– Rail 
– Transit 
– Non-motorized (pedestrian/bicycle) 
– Highways 
– Aviation 

 

• A variety of tools and programs are used to plan for the                     Grand 
Rapids metropolitan area, including: 
– Congestion management system 
– Pavement management system 
– Safety planning 
– Regional traffic count program 

 

• Process includes: 
– Environmental Justice 
– Air Quality  
– Public Input 
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FY 2011 $77,152,000 

FY 2012 $100,996,000 

FY 2013 $96,342,000 

Transportation Investment 

As of 2/2013 
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  MDOT Cities/RC ITP 

FY 2011 30,000,000 34,300,000 12,852,000 

FY 2012 41,857,000 34,386,000 24,753,000 

FY 2013 26,302,000 20,180,600 49,860,000 

Project Funding By Agency 
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FY 2011

FY 2012
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FY 2011 139 

FY 2012 141 

FY 2013 105 

Transportation Improvements  

As of 2/2013 



Federal Aid System Local System 

FY 2011 1600 800 

FY 2012 1600 580 
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REGIS  (Regional Geographic Information System) 
    

• 19 Communities / 750 Users/240 Layers 

• Geographic Information System (GIS)  

– Parcels, Streets, Zoning, Topography,   Utilities, Etc. 

• Common database 

• Suite of Applications 

• Spatial Data Management 

• Enabling more informed decisions to provide 
better and more consistent service to 
constituents, and reduce operating costs. 



LGROW 



LGROW 
 

• LGROW was formed in 2009 to focus on improving 
the Grand River as it runs through West Michigan. 
This organization is dedicated to ensuring our 
future with a clean, safe, Grand River. 

• 48 public / private members 

• 1.8 million acres of property 

• 10 counties 

• 2,900 square miles 



LGROW 
 

• LGROW supports the Grand River 
Watershed by: 
– NPDES activities  
– Increasing appreciation of Grand River and 

its tributaries 
– Educating communities about what they 

can do to improve the quality of the river 
– Helping local watershed groups 
– Building collaborations increasing their 

funding opportunities 
– Marketing support  
– Central repository for watershed data 
– Providing a forum for sustainability issues of 

social equity,     environmental action, and 
financial responsibility 
 



Water Quality Monitoring  



Legislative Advocacy 
 

• Work cooperatively to analyze 
issues, collect data and offer 
solutions to lawmakers. 

 

 
 Forge understanding and partnerships 

through one-on-one meetings with State 
Legislators, Lt. Governor, Governor, U.S. 
Congress and various federal government 
agencies. 

 



Quarterly Luncheon Attendance 
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Intergovernmental Cooperation 
• Lower Grand River Organization of Watersheds (LGROW) 
• NPDES Storm Water Permitting 
• Pavement Management Van 
• Joint Grant Application 

– Brownfields 
– Transportation Studies 
– HUD 
– Etc. 

• Cooperative Emerging Issues 
– Fireworks Ordinances-Personal Property Tax Reform-Funding 

• One voice for 35 Governments and 650,000 citizens  



Strategic Initiatives  

1. Ensure Trust, Credibility, and Confidence 
 

2. Managing Emerging Issues 
 

3. Encouraging Collaborative Service Sharing 
 

4. Coordinating a Region-Wide Training Exchange 
 

5. Nurturing a Regional Economic Development Partnership 
 

6. Planning for Sustainable Communities 
 



 

Questions? 
 

 

 

www.gvmc.org 


