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What is the GVMC?
� The Grand Valley Metro Council is the federally 

designated Metropolitan Planning Organization 
(MPO) for the Grand Rapids Metro Area. 

� MPOs are responsible for transportation 
planning and coordination in urban areas having 
50,000 or greater population.

� GVMC, as the MPO, is responsible for the 
development and updates to the LRTP and the 
TIP.





Public Meeting Purpose
� Accept comments for the development of 

the 2014-2017 Transportation 
Improvement Program (TIP)
�Presentation and comments on the lists of 

federally funded and regionally significant 
projects for the Grand Rapids area

� Early, ongoing, and proactive public 
participation in the transportation planning 
process
�Full public access to key decisions



What is the TIP?

� 4 year document (2014-2017)

� Lists the federally funded and regionally 
significant projects for the Grand Rapids area

� Represents the region’s transportation priorities

� Required by federal law

� Shows estimated schedule and project cost

� Financially constrained

� Meaning there must be funds available to complete a 
project or it cannot appear in the document



What is the TIP (cont.)

� Implements the Long Range 
Transportation Plan

�LRTP is required by federal law

�Has a 20+ year horizon

�Regionally significant projects are drawn from 
the LRTP



TIP – Brief Background
� Federally mandated document that provides a forum for 

local identification, coordination and regional 
prioritization of multi-modal transportation projects.

� It is developed in accordance with joint regulations from 
the Federal Highway Administration and the Federal 
Transit Administration, to program federal dollars for 
local transportation projects.

� All federal money returned to the Grand Rapids area 
from the federal fuel tax are distributed through this 
process.  

� The expenditure of this money is required by federal law 
to be consistent with the 2035 LRTP and constrained to 
only include projects for which there is enough revenue 
to complete.



TIP – Brief Background Cont.
� TIP is NOT a final schedule of project implementation

� The time frame shown is a best estimate at the time of 
document development.

� See handout for complete list of projects, also posted on 
our website www.gvmc.org

� TIP is NOT a guarantee of project implementation

� Unforeseen delays (financial, engineering, 
environmental) may cause a project to be delayed or 
moved.



TIP Development Process
� The MPO determines priorities based on 

condition, congestion, safety, and various other 
factors

� GVMC requests project descriptions from 
implementing agencies within agreed to 
strategies and goals based on the estimate of 
available funding

� Implementing agencies submit descriptions and 
develops project lists through the MPO process

� Committees prioritize and select financially 
constrained project list for all funding sources 
through the MPO process



TIP Dollars by Year

Fiscal Year 2014 - $  77,000,000

Fiscal Year 2015 - $  61,000,000

Fiscal Year 2016 - $  33,000,000

Fiscal Year 2017 - $  53,000,000

Total $ 224,000,000





Road Agency Contacts

� Kent County Road Commission—Steve Warren 242-6949
� City of Grand Rapids—Rick DeVries 456-3071
� City of Wyoming—Bill Dooley 530-7262
� City of Kentwood—Terry Schweitzer 554-0710
� City of Walker—Scott Conners 791-6792
� Ottawa County Road Commission—Brett Laughlin 850-7221
� City of Grandville—Ron Carr 538-1990
� City of East Grand Rapids—Ken Feldt 949-2110
� Michigan Department of Transportation—Dennis Kent 451-4595
� Interurban Transit Partnership The Rapid—Jan Hoekstra 456-7514
� City of Hudsonville—Dan Strikwerda 669-0200

For contacts at other agencies, call Darrell Robinson, GVMC, at 776-7609.





Additional Public Participation 
Opportunities

� Public comment forms
� Please indicate if you would like to be on our contact/mailing list

� Call, fax, or email comments to:
Darrell Robinson

(616) 776-7609 - Phone
(616) 774-9292 – Fax

robinsond@gvmc.org - Email 
www.gvmc.org

� Comments can also be mailed to: Grand Valley Metropolitan Council 
Transportation Dept
Suite 200, 678 Front Ave.
Grand Rapids, MI 49504



Questions?

Thank you for your comments!

Your participation greatly enhances the effectiveness of 

the transportation planning process.


