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Board Meeting Reminder

Our Board Meeting will be on Thurs-
day March 1, 2012 at 8:30 am at the
Kent County Commission Chambers.
Once again thank you to Kent County
for hosting the meeting and covering
the cost of parking.

Today completes my second full-time
week at GVMC and while | still have a
lot to learn, | am pleased by all the
support and assistance from our
members.

At our Board meeting we will be
providing further updates on our activ-
ities and taking care of matters such
as the MDOT audit, progress we have
made on outsourcing some of our
financial activities and changes we
have made in the area of communica-
tions.

Also, as we discussed last month we
have 6 Strategic Initiatives. They are:
1. Insure Trust, Credibility and Confi-
dence, 2. Manage Emerging Issues,
3. Encourage Collaborative Service
Sharing, 4. Coordinate a Region-Wide
Training Exchange, 5. Nurture Re-
gional Economic Development, and 6.
Planning for Sustainable Communi-
ties.

Given these Strategic Initiatives, | ask
that you consider the question: “What
would I like GVMC to accomplish in
the next 12-24 months?” | would
like to get everyone’s feedback on
your personal goals and have an
open discussion of your ideas. Most-
ly, however, | would like to listen and
better understand your expectations
for GVMC. 1 look forward to hearing
your personal thoughts on the activi-
ties you feel are most important.

john.weiss@gvmc.org

Personal Property Tax Update

Repeal of the Personal Property Tax
continues to be a priority and an
active target in the Legislature. On
Tuesday, | attended West Michigan
Business Day sponsored by the
Grand Rapids Chamber of Com-
merce. During the session | had the
opportunity to meet not only in small
groups but also one on one with
several of our West Michigan legis-
lators. Repeal of the PPT is a priority
for the Legislature, but they are well
aware of the impact this legislation
will have on local taxing authorities.
Representative Lisa Lyons reported
that no bills on the PPT have been
introduced in the House, while Sen-
ators Jansen and Hildebrand dis-
cussed the possibility of an 8 bill
package in the Senate.

While everyone in Lansing seems to
agree that the PPT is a bad tax and
puts Michigan at a competitive dis-
advantage with other states, they
also are quick to understand the
critical importance of the PPT reve-
nue for our local governments,
schools and other taxing authorities.

There are a variety of revenues that
are being discussed to replace all or
part of the PPT. Most of those in-
clude use of expiring tax credits from
the MBT. Lansing is looking at other
revenues that might also be used.
While of course there are no guaran-
tees, and we should definitely plan
on not receiving full revenue re-
placement, the consensus seems to
be that 90% replacement is the goal
at this time. Today, the PPT gener-
ates $1.2 billion in revenues from 3
sources. Approximately $400,000 is
generated for the PPT from Ultilities,
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Spotlight on Collaboration

Our Transportation Staff is assisting
the Grand Rapids Chamber to de-
velop a “Logistics Assessment” or
freight survey of larger manufactur-
ers in the area. By partnering with
the Chamber, staff can better ac-
cess the businesses while collecting
the necessary data. MDOT has
been contacted to begin developing
a transportation grant resource to
augment other economic develop-
ment materials which will be provid-
ed to the participating companies.
This is an excellent example of
GVMC working with the business
community to document a critical
need for the region.

(PPT Continued)

$400,000 from the industrial sector
and $400,000 from commercial
property. The senators expressed
their feelings that the utility sector of
the tax would not be adjusted and
changes (meaning reductions)
would come in the industrial and
commercial sectors. Each one of
the 9 legislators | met with were con-
fident that no changes would take
place until an acceptable replace-
ment for the revenue was found.
The question for GVMC, MTA, MML,
MAC, and everyone else is: “What
will they consider acceptable?” |
will keep you posted as will our sis-
ter organizations.

Don’t Forget to Reserve Your

Quarterly Luncheon Tickets
for
April 9th with Mark Murray

Email Gayle at mccrathg@gvmc.org
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