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Volunteers Needed for
Education Task Force

Creation and coordination of a re-
gion-wide training exchange is one
of our six strategic initiatives. In
November of 2012, all of our elect-
ed township officials and two of
our city councils will have elec-
tions. This is a time when educa-
tion and training for newly elected
officials will be very important. It
is also a time when there may be
changes in boards and commis-
sions like Planning Commissions,
ZBA, Board of Appeals etc.

GVMC should be a resource and
service provider to coordinate the
training for new public officials. If
we can conduct training here at
the GVMC offices, we can save
our members the cost of travel,
hotel and meals. Most important-
ly, we can reduce the time re-
quired away from our families or
save our citizen volunteers the
cost of losing work to travel out-
side our region to attend training.

My vision is to not only conduct
training sessions using the re-
sources and experience of our
members, but also to be able to
contract others with special exper-
tise to assist us with training. Al-
so, we hope to coordinate and fa-
cilitate any training sessions we
can offer with the assistance of the
MML, MTA, MAC or other partner

organizations.
(continued)

john.weiss@gvmc.org

. calm,
Allegan, Barry, lonia, Kent, Mmont

Welcome to GVMC

At our March Board Meeting the
Grand Valley Metropolitan Coun-
cil welcomed two new represent-
atives. Joining the Board will be
Mr. John Hoppough, the new
Mayor of the City of Greenville.
John brings a great deal of expe-
rience to his position through his
years of service on the Green-
ville City Council.

Also joining us in the future as
our MDOT liaison will be Dal
McBurrows, Manager of the
Statewide Planning Section. Dal
has a long history with MDOT
and GVMC and we appreciate
his participation and assistance.

GVMC

(training continued)

It is clear, that a well managed
and organized training program
can have great value for our
members and be a significant
return on their GVMC invest-
ment.

If you or any member of your
Board would like to serve on our
Education and Training Task
Force, please feel free to contact
me at john.weiss@gvmc.org.
You can also call at 776-7604.
Our goal is to get good represen-
tation of supervisors, mayors,
treasurers, clerks, trustees,
councilmembers, commission-
ers and for those that have full-
time staff, their representation
would be appreciated as well.

WEEKLY
UPDATE
March 2, 2012

Spotlight on Cooperation

At yesterday’s meeting, the
GVMC Board approved a resolu-
tion in support of a U.S. Dept. of
Transportation Grant to improve
rail service along the Pere Mar-
quette route. This grant is being
submitted by the City of New Buf-
falo working closely with MDOT.
Speaking to the GVMC Board
were Tim Heffner, Director of the
Office of Rail at MDOT and Ron
DeCook, Amtrak Michigan Con-
sultant.

If approved, the DOT Grant will
look at ways to connect the high-
speed and newly improved 110
mph track southwest of New Buf-
falo with the route currently used
by our Pere Marquette train. This
connection will allow faster ser-
vice and more flexibility for riders
on the Pere Marquette.

This cooperative effort between
MDOT, GVMC and New Buffalo
will improve service for all riders
along the route which, when com-
plete, will include stops in Grand
Rapids, Holland, Bangor, St. Jo-
seph, New Buffalo and on to Chi-
cago.

Don’t Forget to Reserve Your
Quarterly Luncheon Tickets
for
April 9th with Mark Murray

Contact Gayle at mccrathg@gvmc.org
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