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Senator Peter’s Chief of Staff 

Meets with GVMC  

GVMC recently hosted Eric Feld-

man, Chief of Staff for Senator 

Gary Peters along with West 

Michigan Regional Director Peter 

Dickow  for a discussion with our 

members on federal issues.   

GVMC members attending the 

session represented cities, town-

ships, counties and villages as 

well as MDOT.  There was signifi-

cant discussion on issues like 

Flint Water, the federal budget, 

and nomination of a new Su-

preme Court Justice. 

Also, members asked questions 

about grant opportunities, local 

infrastructure needs, projects like 

the Grand River Revitalization, 

and the Port of Muskegon along 

with  others. 

We appreciate that Mr. Feldman 

and Mr. Dickow  took time from 

their busy schedules to meet with 

a group from GVMC. 

 

 

 

      

GVMC Launches Single 

Source Project 

At the Board of Directors Meet-

ing, GMVC staff explained to the 

Board our new Single Source 

Project.  This project will collect 

in a single location all planning, 

zoning, land use and master 

planning information. 

This project has been discussed 

for many years by public, private 

and non-profit groups.  As an 

economic development tool, it 

will provide valuable information 

about our Region’s economic 

assets from a single source. 

Members are being asked to 

provide their most recent Master 

Plans, zoning ordinances, and 

existing land uses to GVMC .  

We will then add that infor-

mation to our other geographic 

databases which include attrib-

utes like transportation and utili-

ty infrastructure, parcel and 

property information, census 

data, environmental and topo-

graphic characteristics. 

Issue Summit: Flint Water 

Crisis and Detroit Public 

Schools 

What are the long-term impacts of 

aging infrastructure and legacy 

costs? What are the potential so-

lutions, and what are the impacts 

and implications going forward for 

our region and our state? 

 

The Grand Rapids Area Chamber 

of Commerce's has invited us to 

join them at their next Issue Sum-

mit on March 18 as we dig deeper 

into the infrastructure factors 

playing a role in the Flint water 

crisis and the difficulties facing 

Detroit Public Schools. 

Speakers include Dan Varner, 

CEO of Excellent Schools De-

troit and John Walsh, Director 

of Strategy for Governor 

Snyder.  There will also be a  

 

 

 

 

 

panel discussion with John 

Weiss of GVMC, and Ken Sik-

kema, co-chair of the Gover-

nor’s Flint Water Task Force. 

Registration is available at: 

http://www.grandrapids.org/

events/event/infrastructure-issue-

summit-2016/ 


