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Street Summit II 

On Friday April 25th, GVMC in 

partnership with the Grand Rapids 

Area Chamber of Commerce held 

our second street summit.  The 

event was sponsored by Meijer and 

held at their corporate offices.  Ap-

proximately 100 people participated 

in this event.   

Attendees were representatives of 

over 50 companies, several legisla-

tors, many road agencies including 

cities, road commissions and 

MDOT.  For this meeting our focus 

was on business and their specific 

needs for road improvement pro-

jects.  After a brief presentation 

from Mark Murray of Meijer and 

other guest speakers we recessed 

to allow business leaders to talk 

directly with legislators and road 

agencies.   

GVMC and each of our members 

brought to the meeting maps and 

road condition data.  Business 

leaders were asked to mark on the 

maps those street segments that 

are most important to their busi-

ness.  This was a very successful 

event and a rare opportunity for 

business and municipal leaders to 

meet personally and discuss their 

needs.   

Following the one-on-one time,  the 

Speaker of the Michigan House of 

Representatives Jase Bolger spoke 

to the group.  He outlined his plan 

to increase permanent funding for 

roads and create a sustainable rev-

enue source. 

Mayor Steve Maas of Grandville 

commented, "The high level of 

participation and interest in the 

Street Summit shows precisely 

the commitment West Michigan 

and other State leaders have 

toward improving our roads.  Alt-

hough there are varied funding 

solutions and opinions about 

projects may differ, there is con-

sensus that a good road system 

is critical to a healthy economy." 

Walker Mayor Mark Huizenga add-

ed, “The street summit provided an 

excellent opportunity for business 

and government to talk candidly 

about the conditions of our roads.  

Everyone knows that there is a 

problem, but hearing business and 

government agencies talk about 

resolutions for our region was re-

freshing.  Funding is the major hur-

dle of course, but hearing Speaker 

Bolger outline his plan for funding 

is a great start.” 

Speaker Jase Bolger 

100 Local Government and Business Officials and also  Legislators Attended Our Street Summit II 
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Eric DeLong speaks with business leaders 

Meijer Corporation’s Mark Murray 


