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GVMC Welcomes 

Brian Zuber 

Brian Zuber is the new Graduate 

Assistant for LGROW. Through a 

generous partnership with GVSU,  

Brian will be working part-time at 

GVMC for the next 18 months, 

while completing his Master’s De-

gree in Biology at GVSU.  

His skills, past experience, and 

knowledge and passion for water 

resources make him a perfect fit. 

Brian will assist with implementing 

watershed projects, maintain 

LGROW’s website, expand public 

outreach, and participate in events 

and activities that  broaden his 

knowledge in watershed issues.  

We are excited to have Brian join 

our team! 

 

11th Annual Grand River 

Spring Forum 

On Friday, May 2nd, LGROW’s 

11th Annual Spring Forum was a 

resounding success. With a 35% 

increase in attendance from last 

year, we had standing room only! 

The Forum was held at the Grand 

Rapids Public Museum, which had 

a beautiful view overlooking the 

Grand River. 

Represented at the Forum were: 

• 12 Municipalities 
• 9 Non-Profits 
• 7 Private Companies 
• 4 Watershed Groups 
• 3 Academic Institutions 
• 2 State Agencies 
 
Brian Donovan was presented 

with an inscribed plaque recogniz-

ing his many years of exemplary 

service to LGROW. Attendees 

then congratulated John Koches, 

on his new position as Chair of 

LGROW. We appreciate John’s 

continued service. 

Spring Forum Topics 

Jon Allan, Director of the Office of 

the Great Lakes, invigorated our 

spirit of cooperation toward the 

success of Michigan’s Water 

Strategy as our keynote speaker.  

Dr. Alan Steinman, Director of the 

Annis Water Resources Institute 

at Grand Valley State University, 

gave us a better understanding 

and vision of Michigan’s Blue 

Economy. An update on the 

Grand River Restoration Project 

was led by Chip Richards and 

Kalie Nye from Grand Rapids 

Whitewater. The removal of the 

Hubbardston Dam was present-

ed by Kristi Klomp from Timber-

land RC&D. Grand Rapids Public 

Museum’s Exhibit Director Tom 

Bantle and Senior Project Advi-

sor Marilyn Merdzinski treated us 

to a presentation of their plans to 

renovate the Museum’s 3rd floor 

to showcase the Grand River 

Watershed.  

Social Media 

We encourage everyone to spread the word about LGROW! The easi-

est way to do that is to head to www.facebook.com/LGROW.org 

We already know you like us, now it’s time to show everyone else! 


