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GVMC Environmental       

Programs Receives Wege 

Grant to Enhance            

Community Engagement 

Our Lower Grand River Organiza-

tions of Watersheds (LGROW) 

recently received a grant from the 

Wege Foundation to continue to 

enhance our community engage-

ment process.  LGROW serves an 

area of 1.8 million acres in 10 

counties.  Over 2,900 square 

miles are served and the group 

includes 48 public and private 

members including a collaboration 

of 22 units of government and the 

six campuses of Grand Valley 

State University.  Working with 

sub-watershed groups this grant 

will allow us to provide enhanced 

support and communication as 

part of our environmental coordi-

nation and education efforts. 

Two New Board Members  

At our May meeting two new 

members joined the GVMC Board 

of Directors.  Nancy Clarey the 

new Township Supervisor of Al-

goma Township and Duane 

Weeks of the Village of Middleville 

joined our BOD.  We welcome  

our two new members and look 

forward to working with them. 

Rachel Tupica of the Federal Highway Admin-

istration presented the  results of their recertifi-

cation audit of the GVMC Metropolitan Plan-

ning Organization.  The recertification process 

is  conducted every 4 years and we received 

our best review ever.  GVMC also received 3 

specific commendations for our Metropolitan 

Transportation Plan, our Policies and Practices for Programming Pro-

jects and our Safety Planning Process.  We truly appreciate the re-

sults of this audit and the group of state and national transportation 

experts that spent several days reviewing GVMC. Their comments 

and recommendations along with their familiarity with national “best 

practices” was very helpful. We are very proud of our 3 commenda-

tions and look forward to continuing as our region’s MPO. 

Federal Highway Administration Reports Results  

of Recertification Audit  

Board of Directors Supports River Restoration Project 

GVMC has unanimously adopted a resolution in sup-

port of the Grand River Restoration Project and signed 

an agreement for our  Environmental Programs De-

partment to work with Grand Rapids Whitewater.  Our 

participation will include reaching out to upstream and 

downstream communities.  Our goal will be to en-

hance regional collaboration on the project and pro-

mote communication and education for other municipali-

ties.  We will work with communities to personalize 

communication, explain the project’s impacts, and explore opportunities 

to leverage the project in other areas while enhancing collaboration. 

We will also assist by coordinating meetings and sharing information 

with numerous federal, state and local agencies involved in the project.  

Chis Muller of Grand 

Rapids Whitewater 
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