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Board Adopts Resolution     

Supporting                          

South West Michigan Trail  

At the June meeting the Board of 

Directors adopted a resolution in 

support of a West Michigan non-

motorized trail.  Brought to the 

Board by Mike Selden, City Man-

ager of Wayland, the trail will be 

an asset to the region. 

In 2014, a citizens group repre-

senting residents, trail advocates, 

non-profits and local units of gov-

ernment from Kalamazoo, Allegan 

and Kent Counties came together 

to pursue a non-motorized con-

nection to the major population 

centers.. 

Kalamazoo County has over 140 

miles of on-road and 50 miles of 

off-road trails.  Allegan and Barry 

Counties have over 170 miles of 

paved shoulder bike lanes.  Kent 

County has a network of over 150 

miles of off-road non-motorized 

facilities.  A gap exists between 

these networks. 

Collaboration, cooperation and 

partnerships are essential ele-

ments in the success of any future 

connection of our regional trails.  

GVMC plays a critical role in the 

promotion of public/private and 

intergovernmental cooperation 

and collaboration. 

GVMC endorses the continuation 

of the effort to interconnect the 

trails in West Michigan and sup-

ports these efforts in the future. 

As LGROW and our GVMC Envi-

ronmental Programs continue to 

expand our activity in the region 

our meeting attendance continues 

to expand as well.  Last month, 

over 30 people from throughout 

the Grand River Watershed partic-

ipated in our Board of Directors 

Meeting. We are especially 

pleased that representatives from 

many other Michigan watershed 

groups are now active participants 

in our collaboration as well.   Re-

cently more than 100 people at-

tended our 12th Annual Spring 

Forum. 

The LGROW Board elected three 

new members at their May meet-

ing.  Daniel Schoonmaker, Direc-

tor  of the West Michigan Sustain-

able Business Forum was elected 

to the Board.  Also joining us will 

be Nurya Parish an associate 

priest at St. Andrew’s Episcopal 

Church  and Stephen Draft-Peppin 

a lawyer in private practice. 

 GVMC Environmental Programs 

continues to take on many new 

challenges and we are involved in 

many important initiatives.   

Unified Work Program        

Approved With Dues         

Reduction 

The Transportation Policy Com-

mittee and the GVMC Board of 

Directors have adopted the Uni-

fied Work Program for fiscal 2016.  

The program and budget account 

for all federally funded transporta-

tion planning activities for the 

GVMC Transportation Depart-

ment, the Interurban Transit Part-

nership (ITP) the Michigan De-

partment of Transportation 

(MDOT). 

Our GVMC Metropolitan Planning 

Organization receives the manda-

tory local match through a dues 

structure to our local MPO agen-

cies.  There are 32 participating 

local agencies.  For 2016, the lo-

cal dues were reduced from 

$254,664 to $251,697. 

West Michigan Regional 

Prosperity Alliance  Contin-

ues Collaboration Efforts 

GVMC continues its active role in 

the West Michigan Prosperity Alli-

ance.  Recently the Board of the 

13 County West Michigan Region 

was expanded to include philan-

thropic members from some of 

our areas largest foundations.  

The Steering Committee contin-

ues to meet on a regular basis to 

discuss opportunities for expand-

ing public/private and intergovern-

mental collaboration and coopera-

tion. 

Three New Members Join 

LGROW Board of Directors 


