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West Michigan Watershed 

Collaborative Holds First 

Meeting  

The West Michigan Prosperity Alli-
ance (WMPA), also known as Re-
gion 4, includes 130 miles of Lake 
Michigan shoreline and encom-
passes 13 counties. The West 
Michigan Watersheds within Re-
gion 4 are critical to the quality of 
life and prosperity of Michigan.  As 
part of Michigan’s Regional Pros-
perity Initiative, GVMC is collabo-
rating with the Macatawa Area 
Coordinating Council and the 
West Michigan Regional Shoreline 
Development Commission to iden-
tify priority water quality needs 
and develop a strategy to gener-
ate sustainable financial re-
sources to implement best man-
agement practices for the protec-
tion of West Michigan Watersheds 
and the Lake Michigan Ecosys-
tem.   

The WMPA awarded funding to 
implement a project entitled 
“Protecting Lake Michigan Water 
Quality through Establishment of a 
Dedicated Revenue Stream for 
Watershed Management”.   

Planning organizations in West 
Michigan have a long history of 
developing partnership projects to 
accomplish local water quality 
goals. Funding for watershed 
planning, education and project 
implementation is not easy to 
come by. State and federal grants, 
volunteerism and charitable contri-
butions are relied upon to fund 
these projects on a watershed-by-
watershed basis.  

GVMC, in cooperation with the 
Macatawa Area Coordinating 
Council and the West Michigan 

Regional Shoreline Development 
Commission, invited representa-
tives from local watersheds that 
have a federally approved water-
shed management plan to work 
together to develop regional pri-
orities for water quality through 
the West Michigan Watershed 
Collaborative (WMWC).  

The first meeting was held on 
Tuesday, June 23, 2015, at 
GVSU’s Eberhard Center in 
Grand Rapids, with 25 water-
shed planners representing 18 of 
our West Michigan watersheds.  

This planning effort will bring to-
gether West Michigan’s water-
shed partners in a streamlined 
planning process that will culmi-
nate in a prioritized list of water 
quality improvement needs for 
the entire West Michigan Region. 
The WMWC will identify the 
funding amounts needed to meet 
the Region’s top water quality 
goals, and develop sustainable 
funding models to ensure that 
resources are available to imple-
ment priority projects, into the 
future.   

LGROW’s Run by the Blue 

Students from Kent Innovation 

High School are working with 

LGROW and our GVMC Environ-

mental staff to create and promote 

the Run by the Blue 5K fun run. 

The run will raise awareness of 

LGROW and provide water quality 

education. 

The run begins at 11 am on Sun-

day, August 23rd at Riverside 

Park in Grand Rapids.  For more 

information and to register, visit 

www.lgrow.org. 

Our partnership with Kent Innova-

tion High School and other 

schools has expanded awareness 

and environmental education in 

our region.  The 5K fun run will 

also have fun environmental- 

based education and activities.  

The poster was created by Rine 

Wakeman a student at KIHS. 


