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  Michigan Senate Names  

Transportation Funding      

Work Group 

Senate Majority Leader Randy 

Richardville named six members 

of the Senate that will meet to dis-

cuss transportation funding.  

Along with Richardville other 

members of the group will be Sen-

ators Arlan Meekhof, Mike Kowall, 

Gretchen Whitmer, Rebekah War-

ren and Bert Johnson.  The group 

has three republicans and three 

democrats. 

The group is expected to begin 

work in August.  Richardville stat-

ed, “This isn’t an empowered com-

mittee.  This is a group of senators 

very interested in ...discussing po-

tential solutions”  Mr. Richardson 

expects the discussion to involve 

the overall transportation issue 

and specifically cited PA 51, over-

weight truck fines and more. 

LGROW Progresses on Strategic and Business Plan 

LGROW and the GVMC Environ-

mental Programs continues to 

make great progress.  At their 

most recent Board of Directors 

Meeting the group reviewed a 

draft strategic plan.  Funded by 

grants from the Wege, Grand 

Rapids, and Frey Foundations, 

LGROW has worked to developed 

a focused strategic plan.  Leader-

ship for this effort is directed by 

Wendy Ogilvie from GVMC and 

Terri Horton from The Johnson 

Center at GVSU. 

A large and diverse organization 

like LGROW can be pulled in 

many directions and participate in 

almost unlimited opportunities 

within our region.  LGROW cur-

rently serves 22 local govern-

ments in addition to other public 

and private sector environmental 

interests.  The Lower Grand Riv-

er Watershed covers 1.8 million 

acres of property, 2,900 square 

miles and all or portions of 10 

counties.   

The proposed Strategic Plan fo-

cuses on three goals with guid-

ing principles: 

• Healthy Watershed 

• Engaged Community 

• Sustainable and Robust Or-

ganizational Capacity 

As part of this process, the group 

is also developing an LGROW 

Business Plan.  Work is also pro-

gressing on the development of 

the plan which will serve as a 

guide for the sustainability of the 

organization in the future. 

 

Proposition 1 

Several of our GVMC Communi-

ties have adopted resolutions in 

support of Proposition 1.  This 

ballot initiative will eliminate the 

personal property tax on equip-

ment and machinery used by 

business while insuring revenue 

replacement for local govern-

ment.   

If your community has adopted a 

resolution or motion in favor of 

Proposition 1, I would appreciate 

it if you would forward a copy to 

john.weiss@gvmc.org 

 

Terri Horton of the Johnson Center at GVSU leads a Strategic Planning Session with 

the LGROW Board of Directors 


