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   Lowell Township Joins 

GVMC 

At our August Board Meeting, Jer-

ry Hale, Supervisor of Lowell 

Township became the newest 

member of the GVMC Board of 

Directors.  Jerry was sworn into 

office by GVMC Chairman Al Van-

derberg. 

We welcome Jerry to our Board of 

Directors and Lowell Township to 

membership in our organization.  

Lowell Township becomes the 

36th member of GVMC. 

MDOT Officials Present to GVMC Board 

     Dave Wresinski, Director of the Bureau of Transportation Planning 

and  Grand Region Engineer Roger Safford spoke at our August 

GVMC Board  Meeting.  They informed the Board about the recent 

reorganization of MDOT to follow the Governor’s Regional Prosperity 

Initiative boundaries and other important transportation topics in our 

region.  They also gave a status update of major projects in our area 

including the new M-231 in Ottawa County and the very creative 

bridge slide construction at M-50 and I-96 in Lowell Township.  Final-

ly, both speakers expressed their appreciation for the excellent work-

ing relationship and partnership between GVMC and MDOT.  To-

gether we continue to work on a wide variety of critical transportation 

issues impacting our region and we look forward to our continued 

partnership with MDOT. 

Roger Safford, Dave Wresinski  of MDOT and 

Steve Warren (seated) of the Kent County 

Road  Commission 

Proposal 1 Approved/The Journey Successfully Completed 

Reform of the antiquated Per-

sonal Property Tax system in 

Michigan was a long and suc-

cessful journey for GVMC, busi-

ness and our members.  The 

journey ended successfully with 

over 69% of Michigan voters ap-

proving Proposal 1. 

For almost two years, GVMC 

and our West Michigan Work 

Group have partnered with Gov-

ernor Snyder, Lt. Governor 

Calley, the MML, MTA, MAC and 

business representatives to elim-

inate this decades old tax.   

Our team was involved from the 

very beginning partnering with 

others to analyze PPT reform 

proposals and insure replace-

ment of the much needed reve-

nues for local government.  

The passage of Proposal 1 solid-

ifies important reforms includ-

ing: 

 The elimination of PPT on 

small business 

 The phase out of PPT on 

manufactures over the next 

9 years 

 Ensures 100% reimburse-

ment to local governments 

for lost PPT revenue. 

GVMC and our members along 

with our other partners were 

active in the effort by informing 

the public through television, 

newspaper and radio inter-

views, board resolutions and 

press conferences about this 

important change in Michigan’s 

tax system.  

I want to thank all of you that 

participated in this effort!  Job 

well done!! Lowell Twp. Supervisor Jerry Hale 


