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INTRODUCTION 
Cemetery Workshop 
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Welcome 

• Introduction 
– Instructor: Jason Moore, GISP, REGIS GIS 

Specialist 
– Attendee Introductions 
– Your Name 
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Logistics 

• Schedule 
– Begin 8:30am 
– Finish by 11:00am 

• Facilities 
– Break Room with refrigerator and additional coffee 
– Restrooms - Out the door take a left, through the 

doors, turn right by the elevators 
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About REGIS 
• GIS Consortium made up of twenty participants 
• REGIS Participants include 

– 9 cities and 1 village 
– 7 townships 
– 3 other organizations like KCRC, ITP and GVMC 

• Officially kicked off September 1997 
• Officially debuted December 2001 
• Provides access to applications, data and support 
• Help to understand how GIS can be used in your organization 
• Agency staff are your GIS staff 
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What is a GIS? 

• An integration of five basic components 
– People 
– Data 
– Hardware 
– Software 
– Procedures 
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Components of geographic data 
• Three general components to geographic information 
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Overview of REGIS GIS applications 
• Increasing functionality from ArcIMS to ArcView and ArcEditor 
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Getting “Online” Help 
• Within ArcGIS 

application 
• Contents tab 
• Index tab 
• Search tab 
• Other help 
• REGIS Help 

Desk 
– Telephone 
– E-mail 
– Fax 
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Getting Started 
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Outline 

• How to get started? 
• Conversion Process 
• Public Cemetery Viewer (New updated) 

– Exercise 1 

• ArcView Cemetery Project (Internal use only) 
– Exercise 2 

• Editing Data Records 
– Exercise 3 

• Maps 
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How to get started? 

 
• Contact REGIS staff to discuss what materials and data will be 

needed to get project started 
 

• Possible materials and data needed: 
– Drawing of cemetery itself, could be a paper map or CAD 

drawing  
– Database that holds records for each grave in the cemetery 
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Conversion Process 

 
 

 
 

Ex.2.1 

 

 
• REGIS Staff will convert paper drawings or electronic drawings 

into a GIS layer or features 
 

 
 

PAPER MAPS& GRAVE CARDS GIS FORMAT 
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Conversion Process 

 
 

 
 

Ex.2.1 

 

 
• Link database  or Card data to GIS layer or features with  unique ID 
 
 

 
• Create link using unique ID or 

grave number 
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Conversion Process  

Community Number of Cemeteries Available to Public 

Ada Township 2 2 of 2 

Alpine Township 2 0 of 2 

Byron Township 3 3 of 3 

Cascade Township 3 3 of 3 

City of Cedar Springs 1 1 of 1 

City of Rockford  2 0 of 2 

City of Grandville 1 1 of 1 

City of Kentwood 1 1 of 1 

City of Lowell 1 1 of 1 

City of Walker 1 1 of 1 

Gaines Township 3 3 of 3 

Grand Rapids Township 2 2 of 2 

Plainfield Township 2 1 of 2 

Conversion Process Status By Community 



Revised May 2013 REGIS Cemetery Workshop 15 

Public Cemetery Viewer 
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Public Cemetery Viewer 
http://regis_apps.gvmc-
regis.org/cemeteryfinder/ 
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Public Cemetery Viewer 
• Very basic, easy to 

use map viewer 
• Gives public the 

power to search a 
map and the 
database 

• Public has limited 
data access using 
this viewer 

• Recent 
enhancements 
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Public Cemetery Viewer 
 

• Public can view cemetery data  
and search data 
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Public Cemetery Viewer 
• Linking Headstone Photos: 

– New Project in Grand 
Rapids Township 
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Page intentionally left blank 
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EXERCISE 1 
Public Cemetery Viewer 

 



Revised May 2013 REGIS Cemetery Workshop 22 

REGIS Cemetery ArcView Project 

 
 
 
 

 
• Internal Use 
 
 
 

Tools to navigate in 
the map 
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REGIS Cemetery ArcView Project 
 
 
 
 

 
• Search 

database to 
quickly pull 
up a grave by 
ID 
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REGIS Cemetery ArcView Project 
• Multiple Occupants in one Grave 

– Stored in linked related table (1 to many relationship) 
– Second option is to split Grave in the map 
– Example: 104-S Blain Cemetery 
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EXERCISE 2 
ArcView Cemetery Project (Internal use only) 
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Editing Data 
 
 
 
 

 
• Contact REGIS Staff if 

you would like to edit 
the records 

• Will not edit map 
features - only changes 
table information or 
attributes for each 
grave  
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Editing Data 
 
 
 
 

 
• You will see the updates 

right away on your user 
edit session 

• Other users will not see 
the updates until the 
following Monday 

 
 
 



Revised May 2013 REGIS Cemetery Workshop 28 

This page intentionally left blank 
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EXERCISE 3 
Editing Data Records 
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Maps 

• REGIS staff will create maps and customize to fit your 
needs for: 

• Field use 
• Office use 



Revised May 2013 REGIS Cemetery Workshop 31 

MAP EXAMPLES AND USING GIS 
IN THE FIELD 
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Please Fill Out Evaluation Forms 

Your Feedback is Needed 



Exercise 1 – Using the REGIS Public Cemetery Viewer 

In this exercise, you will learn how to: 
 Open the REGIS Public Cemetery Viewer 
 Navigate in the Map. 
 Query or search the map and database (By Grave and Cemetery Name) 

Setup 
1. Browse to the REGIS Main Web Page: http://www.gvmc-regis.org/ 

 
2. Click on the Public GIS Mapping tab along the left side of the page 

 
3. This will bring you to the Internet Map Service Homepage, Click on  
Cemetery Finder and this will open the Public Cemetery Viewer and  
 the Locate Cemetery/Burial Site Tool will open also. 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Query Map Database By Cemetery 
Grave 
 

1. If  the Locate Grave/Cemetery 
Tool did not open up click on the 
Locate Grave/Cemetery button 
along the left side of the viewer 
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2. In the Locate Cemetery/Burial Site Window : 

#1.) Click Search by Name of the Deceased 

#2.) Type “Moore” in Enter the Last Name 

#3) T ype “George” in AND/OR Enter the First Name 

#3.) Click Start Search 

 

 

 

3. This will open up the Query/Selection Results window and return all records in the 
REGIS Cemetery database with “George Moore”. 

4. Click on the magnifying glass with the plus sign               to have the map zoom into 
the selected grave. 

5. The map will zoom to the grave and highlight it in red. Use the Zoom In Tool to get 
closer to the grave. 
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Query Map Database By Cemetery Name 
 

1. If  Locate Grave/Cemetery is not open up click on the 
Find a Grave Tool along the left side of the viewer 

 

2. In the Locate Cemetery/Burial Site Window : 

#1.) Click Search for 
Cemetery by Name 

#2.) Type Blain to find 
Blain Cemetery in Gaines 
Township 

#3.) Click Start Search 

 

3. This will open up the 
Query/Selection 
Results window and  
the map will zoom into 
Blain Cemetery 

4. Use the Zoom In tool along the left side of the 
viewer to zoom into the Southeast corner of the 
cemetery. You will notice the burial sites will start to fill in with a color. The Legend to 
the right will show the meaning of each color, and as you zoom in closer the occupant 
name of each burial site will show on the map. 
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5. Click on the Identify Tool                                  and select Cemetery Graves as the layer 
you would like to identify from. 

 

6. Click on one of the occupied graves in the map and you will see the information for that 
specific burial site open in a window. To print the record simply click on the printer icon 
in the upper left hand corner of the window.  
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Print a Map 

 

1. To print a portion of the map click on Print Map 

2. The PrintForm Box will appear 
that allows  you to give a Map 
Title 

3. Once you have selected a map 
title click Create Print Page and 
a new window will open with a 
created map page ready for 
printing.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

End of Exercise 1 
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Exercise 2 – Using an ArcMap Cemetery Project 

In this exercise, you will learn how to: 
 Open a Cemetery map in ArcMap. 
 Navigate in the map. 
 Query or search the map and database 

Setup 
1. Log in to the REGIS 

Application Web Interface 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Click on the Arcview 9x3 icon 
to open the GIS program 

 
 
 
 
 

Opening a project 
1. When the ArcView 9x3 program opens 
go to File < Open 
 
2. Browse to  your user  folder on the I:drive 

 
 

3. Open the project located at:  

Cemetery Training < Exercise 2.mxd  
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Map Navigation 

 

 

 

1. Click on the Zoom In Tool              and  
draw a box around Block A on the map . 
Left click and hold your  mouse button   to 
start your box. Simply let go of the mouse 
button when you have the desired area to 
zoom into.  

*(Note the same steps can be used when using 
the Zoom Out Tool) 

 

2. Click on the Pan Tool  to move around the 
map and include blocks  01, 02, & 04 in 
your map view. Continue to zoom in on the 
map until  you see individual graves. 
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3. Next go back to the view of the map when  you first opened it by clicking on the 
Previous Extent Tool                        The button will need to be clicked multiple times 
until you reach your  initial view 

4.  If you go to far back in your views simply click the Go To Next Extent Tool 

 

Query Map Database 

♦Objective: In this section you will learn how to query the map database to find information on a 
grave. You will be searching for the following grave: 

- P-08-007-1 (Cemetery, Block, Lot, Grave) 

 

1. Click on the Find Tool  

2. Select the Features tab in the 
Find Dialog box and fill the box 
out as shown in the graphic to the 
right 

3. Click Find and you will see the 
record for the grave P-08-007-1 
appear in the white space 

4. Right Click and click Zoom to. 
This will take you to the location 
of the grave in the  map. You can 
also click on Identify to see the 
attributes or table date for the 
record 

 
 
 

End of Exercise 2 
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Exercise 3 – Editing Cemetery Records 

In this exercise, you will learn how to: 
 Start an edit session to update cemetery records 
 
In this exercise you will be updating a recent burial with the information provided below: 
 
▪ Local ID is 231-J 
▪ Burial Name is: John Doe 
▪ Death Date is: 2/10/11 
▪ Burial Date is: 2/14/11 
▪ The individual was a veteran 
▪ Age: 90 

  

Setup 
1. Log in to the REGIS Application 

Web Interface if you haven’t done 
so already. 

 
 

2. Click on the ArcInfo 9x3 icon to 
open the GIS program 

 
 

Opening a project 
1. When the ArcView 9x3 program opens 
go to File < Open. 
 
2. Browse to  your user  folder on the I:drive 

 
 

3. Open the project located at:  

Cemetery Training < Exercise 3.mxd 

 
 

Start an edit session 

1. To start an edit session right click in the grey area next the Help at the top of the window 
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121- 

2. Check Editor to add the Editor Toolbar  

 

3. Click on Editor < Start Editing 

 

4. In the Start Editing Dialog Box click on your 
user version which will be: 

USERNAME.username-cemeterytraining 

5. Next, select OK, which will start your edit 
session 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Update Record 
 

1. Use the Find Tool                to locate grave: 231-J. 

Right Click 
Here 
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2. Click on the Edit Tool                
and left click on grave 231-J in the 
map, which will high the grave in 
blue. 

 
 

 
3. Click on the Attributes 

Tool to open the 
records for grave 231-J and update 
the following info: 

 
Change Grave Status to Occupied 
Change Veteran to Yes 
Burial First Name: John 
Burial Last Name: Doe 
Gender: Male 
Death Date: 2/10/11 
Burial Date: 2/14/11 
Burial Year: 2011 
Age: 90 

 
4. Once you have completed close 

the Attributes box and you will 
notice the map has updated to 
reflect this information you just 
updated.  

 
 
 

5. To save your edit 
click Editor < Save 
Edits. 

 
 
 
 

 
End of Exercise 3 
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