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MINUTES 
 

Grand Valley Metropolitan Council 
Transportation Division 

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE MEETING 
Wednesday, January 5, 2011 

Kent County Road Commission 
1500 Scribner NW             Grand Rapids, MI 

 

Conners, chair of the Technical Committee, called the meeting to order at 9:30 am. The 
Committee members, staff, and guests present introduced themselves.  
 
I. ROLL CALL AND INTRODUCTIONS 
      

Voting Members Present 
 
Scott Conners  (Chair)     City of Walker 
Alex Arends       Alpine Township 
Dennis Bishop   Proxy for   Georgetown Township 
    Dan Carlton   Georgetown Township 
Timothy Cochran      City of Wyoming  
Rick DeVries       City of Grand Rapids   
Ken Feldt       City of East Grand Rapids 
Jim Ferro   Proxy for   Ada Township 
    Steve Groenenboom  Ada Township 
Tim Haagsma         Gaines Charter Township 
Wayne Harrall    Proxy for   Kent County 
    Mike DeVries   Grand Rapids Township 
Russ Henckel   Proxy for   City of Wyoming 
    Bill Dooley   City of Wyoming 
Jim Holtrop       Ottawa County 
Fred Keena   Proxy for   OCRC 
    Brett Laughlin   OCRC 
Dennis Kent   Proxy for   MDOT 
    Dan DesJarden  City of Lowell 
Dal McBurrows      MDOT 
Steve Peterson      Cascade Charter Township 
Chuck Porter       Courtland Township 
Terry Schweitzer      City of Kentwood 
Steve Warren       KCRC    
Chris Zull          City of Grand Rapids 
     
Staff and Non-Voting Guests Present 
 
Andrea Dewey      GVMC Staff 
Andrea Faber       GVMC Staff 
Abed Itani       GVMC Staff 
Erick Kind       MDOT 
Connie Morrison      MDOT 
Darrell Robinson      GVMC Staff 
Norm Sevensma      WMEAC-RWBC 
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Jim Snell       GVMC Staff 
Steve Waalkes      Michigan Concrete Assn.  
George Yang       GVMC Staff 
Mike Zonyk       GVMC Staff 
 
Voting Members Not Present 
 
Jerry Alkema       Allendale Township 
Mike Berrevoets      City of Cedar Springs 
Dan Carlton       Georgetown Township 
Ron Carr       City of Grandville 
Dick Davies       Cannon Township 
Jamie Davies       City of Rockford 
Sharon DeLange      Village of Sparta 
Dan DesJarden      City of Lowell 
Mike DeVries       Grand Rapids Township 
Bill Dooley        City of Wyoming 
Steve Groenenboom      Ada Township 
Roy Hawkins         GRFIA 
Dennis Hoemke      Algoma Township 
Bob Homan       Plainfield Township 
Taiwo Jaiyeoba      ITP-The Rapid 
Brett Laughlin       OCRC 
Jim Miedema       Jamestown Township 
Audrey Nevins         Byron Township 
Dan Strikwerda      City of Hudsonville 
Toby VanEss       Tallmadge Township 

      
II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Conners entertained a motion to approve the December 1, 2010 Technical Committee 
meeting minutes.  

 
MOTION by Holtrop, SUPPORT by Haagsma, to approve the December 1, 2010 
Technical Committee meeting minutes. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  
 

III. OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

Holtrop stated that he received a call from a member of the public asking why the ITS 
message board in Hudsonville on Eastbound 196 was placed in the middle of the 
interchange. Conners asked the MDOT representatives to look into this and report back 
to Holtrop.  

   
IV. PAVEMENT CONDITION SURVEY RESULTS 

 
Snell presented the “Regional Pavement Condition Survey Report” to the 
Committee. He explained that in 2010, Staff combined the efforts of the Metro 
Council MPO survey with the van with the PASER survey that had been done on 
the same facilities. Snell pointed out that during 2010, Snell and other GVMC 
staff rated 1600 miles in GVMC’s MPO area and also assisted other parts of 
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Ottawa County in collecting their pavement data. Overall, Snell stated that 
pavement conditions continue to deteriorate, and that the rate at which this is 
happening is accelerating. Snell added that, if the federal aid system was brand 
new, it would be worth $3.15 billion. However, today that system is only worth 
$2.075 billion, even though $30-$40 million was invested last year. In response 
to this, the Pavement/Asset Management Committee will be working on ways 
that the region can improve and bring the pavement ratings back in a positive 
direction.  
 
Warren thanked Staff for this information and noted that PCI data was not 
included in the report. He asked Staff if there was any intent to compare PASER 
ratings to PCI data. Snell responded that Staff can do this and that he intends to 
develop an overall inventory that will include PCI data. Schweitzer noted that PCI 
ratings are key to many of the Committee’s policies. Discussion ensued. 
 

V. LONG RANGE TRANSPORTATION PLAN COMMENTS AND SURVEY RESPONSES 
 

Speaking on Item V: Attachment A, Dewey explained that the draft Long Range 
Transportation Plan (LRTP) is complete. The public comment period for the document is 
from January 1 to January 30, 2011. Dewey stated that she is encouraging the public to 
submit comments on the document through press releases, postings on www.gvmc.org, 
a radio campaign advertising the 8 public meetings taking place in mid-January, and 
through an article published in the Grand Rapids Press. The draft LRTP document is 
posted on GVMC’s web site and a hard copy of the document is available at nearly 
every municipality in Kent and Ottawa Counties, all area libraries, ITP/The Rapid Central 
Station, the GRFIA, the KCRC, MDOT, TSC, and GVMC offices. 
 
During the course of the LRTP development, Dewey stated that staff has received six 
written comments and has collected comments as part of the eight “Kick-off” meetings in 
October, 2010, as well as from the Consultation Meeting on December 16, 2010. These 
comments, as well as a copy of the Citizen Survey and its results, were included in the 
agenda packet for committee review. Dewey noted that the 218 survey responses 
contained a lot of conflicting results and that 14% of the respondents were from places 
other than Kent and Ottawa County.  
 
Lastly, Dewey encouraged the Committee members to look over the comments in detail, 
as well as the LRTP document itself, and to let her know if they had any comments to 
improve the document. At the February meeting, Dewey would be presenting the 
comments to the committee received during the January public comment period.  
 
Sevensma asked how the Citizen Survey would influence transportation planning in the 
future. Dewey responded that while this survey gave the public a chance to express their 
desires to the Committee, it was limited in scope and not entirely inclusive. She added 
that if it was the will of the Committee, in the future, a more statistically valid survey 
could potentially be developed and administered. Discussion ensued.     
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VI. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Conners asked that the Committee consider the election of officers next month. Itani 
responded that, traditionally, the chair and vice chair serve two consecutive one-year 
terms. Both the chair and vice chair have served one-year terms. 
 
Conners entertained a motion to elect the current chair and vice chair of the Committee 
to serve another one-year term. 
 
MOTION by Warren, SUPPORT by Arends, to elect Conners to an additional one-
year term as chair, and to elect Harrall to another one-year term as vice chair.  
 
Conners stated that it was important to give other Committee members the opportunity 
to serve as chair, and suggested tabling the motion until the next meeting.  
 
MOTION by Warren, SUPPORT by Arends, to table this motion until the February 
Technical Committee meeting. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  
 
Morrison announced that, due to the significant number of people who retired at MDOT, 
MDOT has developed an interim arrangement, and a new MDOT representative would 
be present at the next Technical Committee meeting. McBurrows added that this 
representative would also cover Holland and Muskegon. Discussion ensued. 
 
Warren stated that it has come to his attention that the KCRC may be in need of an 
administrative adjustment for their West River Drive from the Rogue River to Northland 
Dr. project. Currently, the project is listed in the TIP as ¾ of a mile in length. However, 
more accurately, this project is 6/10 of a mile. Robinson responded that since the limits 
of the project are not changing, this may be something that can be handled 
administratively through the e-file. Itani recommended that the committee approve a TIP 
adjustment for this project. Discussion ensued.  
 
Conners entertained a motion to approve adjusting the TIP. 
 
MOTION by Warren, SUPPORT by Henckel, to adjust the TIP to change the length 
of the West River Drive from the Rogue River to Northland Dr. project from ¾ of a 
mile to 6/10 of a mile. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.    
 
Robinson noted that there is going to be a $920,000 hole in federal funding in the 
FY2011 CMAQ program due to a project that is not going to take place this year. He 
recommended that the TPSG committee meet in order to identify a replacement project, 
or projects, on Wednesday, January 12 at 9:30 am. He also asked that the Committee 
members send him proposals for replacement projects as soon as possible. Discussion 
ensued.  
  

VII. ADJOURNMENT 
 

Conners adjourned the January 5, 2011 Technical Committee meeting at 10:10 am. 


