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MINUTES 
 

Grand Valley Metropolitan Council 
Transportation Division 

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE MEETING 
Wednesday, April 6, 2011 

Kent County Road Commission 
1500 Scribner NW             Grand Rapids, MI 

  
Conners, chair of the Technical Committee, called the meeting to order at 9:30 am. The Committee 
members, staff, and guests present introduced themselves.  
 
I. ROLL CALL AND INTRODUCTIONS 
      

Voting Members Present 
Alex Arends       Alpine Township 
Timothy Cochran      City of Wyoming  
Scott Conners  (Chair)     City of Walker 
Rick DeVries       City of Grand Rapids   
Tim Haagsma         Gaines Charter Township 
Wayne Harrall    Proxy for   Kent County 

Mike DeVries   Grand Rapids Township 
Roy Hawkins         GRFIA 
Jim Holtrop   Proxy for   Ottawa County 
    Dan Strikwerda  City of Hudsonville 
Dennis Kent   Proxy for   MDOT 
    Ray Lenze   MDOT 
    Dan DesJarden  City of Lowell 
Steve Peterson      Cascade Charter Township 
Terry Schweitzer      City of Kentwood 
Steve Warren       KCRC    
Chris Zull          City of Grand Rapids 
     
Staff and Non-Voting Guests Present 
Andrea Faber       GVMC Staff 
Abed Itani       GVMC Staff 
Erick Kind       MDOT 
Darrell Robinson      GVMC Staff 
Norm Sevensma      WMEAC-RWBC 
Rick Sprague       KCRC 
 
Voting Members Not Present 
Jerry Alkema       Allendale Township 
Roger Belknap      City of Cedar Springs 
Dan Carlton       Georgetown Township 
Ron Carr       City of Grandville 
Dick Davies       Cannon Township 
Jamie Davies       City of Rockford 
Sharon DeLange      Village of Sparta 
Dan DesJarden      City of Lowell 
Mike DeVries       Grand Rapids Township 
Bill Dooley        City of Wyoming 
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Ken Feldt       City of East Grand Rapids 
Jim Ferro       Ada Township 
Dennis Hoemke      Algoma Township 
Bob Homan       Plainfield Township 
Taiwo Jaiyeoba      ITP-The Rapid 
Brett Laughlin       OCRC 
Ray Lenze       MDOT 
Jim Miedema       Jamestown Township 
Audrey Nevins         Byron Township 
Chuck Porter       Courtland Township 
Dan Strikwerda      City of Hudsonville 
Toby VanEss       Tallmadge Township 

      
II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Conners entertained a motion to approve the March 2, 2011 Technical Committee meeting 
minutes.  

 
MOTION by Cochran, SUPPORT by Peterson, to approve the March 2, 2011 Technical 
Committee meeting minutes. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  
 

III. OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

None. 
   
IV. FY2011-2014 TIP AMENDMENTS/MODIFICATIONS 

 
Referring to Item IV: Attachment A, Robinson explained several TIP amendments to the 
Committee. 
 
First, ITP-The Rapid requested to add a Specialized Services Operating Assistance grant to 
the FY2011-2014 TIP, specifically to FY2012. The grant is for $463,289, 100% State 
funded. 
 
Second, the KCRC requested to add two awarded High Risk Rural Road (HRRR) projects 
to FY2012. Haagsma provided additional clarification about the projects. The KCRC also 
requested to remove Byron Center Township from the Fred Meijer Kenowa Trail project. 
The Macatawa Area Coordinating Council (MACC) MPO will display the remainder of the 
awarded project in their TIP. Additionally, the KCRC is requesting to move a FY2012 Local 
Bridge Fund project (68th Street Bridge over Plaster Creek) to FY2011.  
 
Lastly, referring to a handout, Robinson explained that the KCRC also requested that the 
Musketawa Trail to White Pine Trail Connector project be divided into three phases while 
keeping all three phases in FY2011 in order to facilitate obligation of funds and construction 
of phase 1 earlier with obligation of the other two phases later in this fiscal year.    
 
Third, the City of Grand Rapids requested to remove the Market St. at Conrail Bridge 
FY2011 Safety project from the TIP.  
 
Fourth, MDOT requested several administrative modifications as well as amendments to 
the FY2011-2014 TIP, specifically to FY2011 and FY2012. Kent provided additional 
clarification about these amendments. 
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Sevensma asked for clarification on why Byron Township had withdrawn from the Fred 
Meijer Kenowa Trail project. Harrall replied that during the development of the project, 
Byron Township had looked at some routes that required the purchase of right-of-way. 
However, they were unable to reach a deal. To move a path into an area not outside of the 
public right-of-way became a cost issue, and in the end, the estimated cost of the project 
nearly doubled. Harrall suggested that if any Committee members know of anyone who 
may want to contribute to this project to let them know about it.   
 
Conners entertained a motion to approve all of the TIP amendments identified by Staff. 
 
MOTION by Holtrop, SUPPORT by Arends, to recommend to the Policy Committee 
approval of the TIP amendment requests from ITP-The Rapid, the KCRC, the City of 
Grand Rapids, and MDOT, as identified. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  
 

V. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Warren announced that the Asset Management Council is hosting its annual spring 
conference at the Eberhard Center on May 12th. 
 
Harrall stated that asphalt prices appear to be stable. However, he did not know if this trend 
would continue with current gas prices.  
 

VI. ADJOURNMENT 
 

Conners adjourned the April 6, 2011 Technical Committee meeting at 9:44 am. 


