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MINUTES 

 
Grand Valley Metropolitan Council 

Transportation Division 
POLICY COMMITTEE 

WEDNESDAY, October 19, 2011 
Kent County Road Commission  

1500 Scribner NW         Grand Rapids, MI 
 

Koslosky, chair of the Policy Committee, called the meeting to order at 9:30 am. He 
introduced Phil Johnson, deputy executive director of GRFIA. Johnson will be 
representing GRFIA at Policy Committee meetings after Koslosky’s retirement until a 
replacement is determined.    
 

I. ROLL CALL AND INTRODUCTIONS 
  

Voting Members Present 
Jim Koslosky (Chair)      GRFIA 
Jerry Alkema       Allendale Township 
Eric DeLong       City of Grand Rapids 
Tim Grifhorst       OCRC 
Don R. Hilton, Sr.      Gaines Township 
Jim Holtrop   Proxy for   Ottawa County 
    Don VanDoeselaar  City of Hudsonville 
Rich Houtteman      City of Kentwood 
Dennis Kent   Proxy for   MDOT 
    Mark Howe   City of Lowell 
Ken Krombeen      City of Grandville  
Dal McBurrows      MDOT 
Dave Pasquale      Grand Rapids Township 
Richard Pastoor      City of Wyoming 
Steve Peterson      Cascade Township 
Jon Rice   Proxy for   KCRC 
    Dick Bulkowski  Kent County Commissioner 
Darrel Schmalzel      City of Walker 
Peter Varga       The Rapid 
  

 Staff and Non-Voting Guests Present 
Andrea Faber       GVMC Staff 
Abed Itani       GVMC Staff  
Phil Johnson       GRFIA 
Erick Kind       MDOT 
Darrell Robinson      GVMC Staff 
Terry Schweitzer      City of Kentwood 
Norm Sevensma      WMEAC-RWBC 
Jim Snell       GVMC Staff 
Steve Warren       KCRC 
George Yang       GVMC Staff 
Mike Zonyk       GVMC Staff 

  



APPROVED                                                            APPROVED  
                     ITEM II: ATTACHMENT A 

 2

Voting Members Not Present 
Alex Arends       Alpine Township 
Dick Bulkowski      Kent County Commissioner 
Christine Burns      City of Cedar Springs 
Dan Carlton       Georgetown Township 
Dick Davies       Cannon Township 
Mark DeClercq      City of Grand Rapids 
Mike DeVries       Grand Rapids Township 
Jeff Dood       City of Rockford 
Ken Feldt       City of East Grand Rapids 
George Haga         Ada Township 
Bryan Harrison  Caledonia Charter Township 
Dennis Hoemke      Algoma Township 
Bob Homan       Plainfield Township 
Mark Howe       City of Lowell 
Jim Miedema       Jamestown Township 
Audrey Nevins       Byron Township 
Jack Poll       City of Wyoming 
Chuck Porter       Courtland Township 
Martin Super       Village of Sparta 
Don VanDoeselaar      City of Hudsonville 
Toby VanEss       Tallmadge Township 
 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Koslosky entertained a motion to approve the June 15, 2011 minutes. 
 
MOTION by Varga, SUPPORT by Holtrop, to approve of the June 15, 2011 Policy 
Committee meeting minutes. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Koslosky reminded the Committee that because there was not a quorum at the August 17 
meeting, the members in attendance acted as a Committee of the Policy Committee. He 
asked for a motion to approve the minutes from the August 17 meeting and to affirm and 
approve the recommended actions of the Committee of the Policy Committee. 
 
MOTION by Hilton, SUPPORT by Varga, to approve of the August 17, 2011 
Committee meeting minutes and to affirm and approve of the recommended actions 
of the Committee of the Policy Committee that took place at that meeting. MOTION 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  
 

III. OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Sevensma asked when the new Amtrak station would be completed and if there are plans 
to connect to the high speed rail system. Varga responded that the new station would be 
completed in the late spring of 2014 and that there are currently no plans to connect to the 
high speed rail system. However, the track is being configured in such a way that this 
could happen in the future.  
 

IV. MPO POLICIES UPDATE 
 
Referring to Item IV: Attachment A, Itani informed the committee that Metro Council 
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approved a new policy for TIP and LRTP amendments at its meeting last month. The 
Council has recommended and approved that TIP and LRTP amendments from now on 
will end at the Policy Committee. They will no longer need to receive Board approval. 
However, Metro Council will need to provide formal approval for the UPWP and final TIP 
and LRTP documents.  
 
Varga questioned why Metro Council will need to give final approval to the TIP instead of 
the Policy Committee. Itani explained that the Board is the designated MPO and that it 
decided to delegate some of its authority to the Policy Committee, but not all of its 
authority. Varga and Rice noted that the Rapid and the KCRC are not represented on the 
Metro Council Board. Discussion, comments and questions ensued.   
 

V. FY2011-2014 TIP AMENDMENTS/MODIFICATIONS 
 
Referring to Item V: Attachment A, Robinson explained that ITP-The Rapid was 
requesting a TIP amendment for FY2011 to reflect updated costs for Activity Line Items 
(ALI’s). These Section 5307 projects included the following:  
 
Section 5307 
Projects Original Budget Amendment Requested
Expansion 40’ Buses (up to 
7) 

1,200,000 3,052,016

Replacement 40’ Buses (up 
to 3) 

2,800,000 1,162,751

Bus Tire Lease 225,000 250,000
Facility Equipment 350,000 0
Rehab Admin/Main Facility 181,361 481,361
Passenger Shelters 62,500 859,986
Terminal 900,000 600,000
Wealthy Facility Renovation 1,012,253 0
 
Robinson noted that there was a discussion at the Tech Committee meeting about 
whether or not a previous year in a TIP document could be amended after the end of a 
fiscal year. He explained that this issue is an FHWA/FTA argument and not an MPO 
argument. However, if these organizations decide that FY2011 in the TIP can be 
amended to include these project changes, Staff will move forward.  
 
Robinson also explained the City of Kentwood’s request to add two awarded Safe Routes 
to School (SRTS) projects to FY2012 of the FY2011-2014 TIP. In addition, the City 
requested an administrative modification to move their previously awarded FY2011 SRTS 
project to FY2012.  
 
Koslosky entertained a motion to amend the FY2011-2014 TIP. 
 
MOTION by DeLong, SUPPORT by Pasquale, to approve the requested TIP 
amendments and administrative modifications requested by ITP and the City of 
Kentwood, as identified.  
 
Varga noted that the line items in question in ITP’s amendment request are FTA funds 
and therefore FHWA has no jurisdiction over these funds. Itani clarified that because TIP 
amendment approval needs to go through FHWA, FHWA will hold approval until this issue 
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is resolved. Discussion ensued. 
 
Koslosky returned the motion in question to the floor. MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY.  
 

VI. TITLE VI PLAN 
 
Speaking on Item VI: Attachment A, Itani brought the draft Title VI Plan Update to the 
Committee for approval. Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 is the overarching civil 
rights law that prohibits discrimination based on race, color, national origin, in any 
program, service or activity that receives federal assistance. GVMC is federally required to 
have and maintain a Title VI Plan in order to continue to receive federal funding. GVMC’s 
previous Title VI plan was out of date due to new laws that are now in place and received 
recommendations to improve it during GVMC’s 2010 recertification review.   
 
The updated Title VI Plan included an updated non-discrimination policy statement, 
updated Title VI assurances, complaint forms, an Environmental Justice Plan, more 
detailed Title VI program roles and responsibilities, and a Limited English Proficiency 
(LEP) Plan in the appendices. These changes satisfy federal MPO recertification 
requirements as indicated during the June 2010 FHWA/FTA review.   
 
Koslosky entertained a motion to adopt the updated Title VI Plan. 
 
MOTION by Rice, SUPPORT by Pastoor, to adopt the updated Title VI Plan. 
 
DeLong asked if Staff has any experience with the Environmental Justice Plan included in 
the Title VI plan. Itani responded that the Environmental Justice Plan was used when the 
TIP and LRTP were developed. He noted that nothing in the Environmental Justice Plan 
has changed. It was simply included as part of the Title VI Plan.   
 
Koslosky returned the motion in question to the floor. MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY.  
 

VII. TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (TIP) UPDATE 
 
Referring to a map that detailed the FY2011-2014 TIP projects and was distributed as a 
handout, Robinson provided the Committee with an update on the FY2011 TIP. He noted 
that during 2011, the TIP was amended 8 times and that every FY2011 STP-U and EDFC 
project was obligated, as were all FY2011 CMAQ road projects. Some of the transit and 
5310 program projects were not obligated. Itani commented that the Committee members 
were doing a good job in getting their projects obligated on time so that funding is not lost 
to the area. Discussion, comments and questions ensued.  
 

VIII. PAVEMENT/ASSET MANAGEMENT PROGRAM UPDATE 
 
Referring to a handout, Snell updated the Committee on the Pavement/Asset 
Management Program. He noted that Staff started surveying pavement around April 1st. In 
a typical year, staff surveys 1,800 miles, including 1,570 miles of federal aid. This year, 
Staff has surveyed over 3,100 miles, including local streets in Grand Rapids, Wyoming, 
Kentwood, East Grand Rapids, and Walker. In addition, hundreds of miles of local streets 
in several townships in Ottawa County were surveyed. Data was also collected for a 
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comprehensive sign inventory in the City of Grand Rapids. 
  
This year, PASER ratings were gathered simultaneously with other data, including 
roughness, rutting, RIDE, and photos of forward, ROW, and downward views were 
collected. In the off-season, Snell explained that Staff will analyze concrete, since 
concrete distresses aren’t usually picked up during the normal analysis. Lastly, Snell 
added that Staff is working with Michigan Tech to improve the Roadsoft program.  
 
DeLong asked for clarification on how concrete is rated. Snell replied that concrete is a 
little different and that it has its own set of distresses. Discussion ensued.    
 

IX. ITS PROGRAM UPDATE 
 
Snell provided the Committee with an update on the ITS system. He explained that ITS 
refers to the information portrayed by signs on the streets, signal timing improvements, 
etc. He noted that there have been two recent ITS improvements on trunklines, including 
the changeable message signs acquired by MDOT on the freeways and the sensors that 
determine the speed at which traffic is flowing. Snell added that signal timing is being 
upgraded to improve traffic times and noted that much of the ITS information is carried 
through improved fiber optic networks. Discussion ensued.  
 

X. TRAFFIC COUNT PROGRAM UPDATE 
 
Zonyk updated the Committee on the 2010 and 2011 Traffic Count Program. In 2010, 
there was an 81% rate of return of the 400 counts requested. In 2011, 500 counts were 
requested. Between the 2010 and 2011 traffic count seasons, GVMC purchased new 
traffic count software. The online traffic count database system allows the members to 
maintain their own systems and programs more effectively and accomplish what Staff 
need from them all in the same place. It provides tools to directly upload the traffic counts 
as well as share collectively with other organizations and the public. Staff reported that the 
transition went smoothly and that training is available upon request for the new software.  

 
Also, in 2011, Staff asked that the counts be collected in a different tube layout.  The L-6 
format will help collect data for speed, gap and classification of vehicles. Because we are 
on a 3 year collection rotation, in three years, GVMC will have a robust dataset for 
associated programs.  
 

XI. CLEAN AIR ACTION PROGRAM UPDATE 
 
Referring to Item XI: Attachment A, Faber provided the Committee with an overview of 
the 2011 Clean Air Action Season. She noted that there were 8 Clean Air Action Days last 
summer due to ozone and that, using 2008-2010 data, all counties in West Michigan are 
meeting the current ozone standard. However, using 2009-2011 data, Allegan County is 
not meeting the standard. EPA has not yet decided what years to use when determining 
nonattainment. 
 
Faber added that, as part of the 2011 campaign, GVMC helped organize a luncheon to 
educate the media about the health effects of pollution. Faber also attended six 
community events, coordinated a radio campaign on seven stations, including a Spanish-
only station, and rotated the display among 13 Metro Council members. Finally, Faber 
noted that WMSRDC worked with the Clean Air Coalition and WZZM in order to film a 30-
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second commercial starring George Lessens that promoted the Clean Air Action program 
and that she is working with CMU’s Center for Applied Research and Rural Studies to 
conduct a survey about Clean Air Action Days. Results of the survey are due by October 
31st.  
 
DeLong asked if Staff have been following EPA regulations for bordering states regarding 
transport. Itani responded that once an exceedance is registered, it doesn’t become 
official until after the exceedance is analyzed to determine if transport played a role. 
Discussion ensued.  
 

XII. EPA MOVES 2010 UPDATE 
 
Referring to Item XII: Attachment A, Yang informed the Committee that MDOT and 
MPOs are in the process of replacing the current emissions model—MOBILE6.2 with the 
new emissions model—MOVES2010. When the grace period ends in March 2013, 
MOVES2010 will become the only approved motor vehicle emissions model for 
transportation conformity purposes in states outside California. Yang also noted that the 
MOVES2010 test indicated that emissions in GVMC’s area are much lower than the 
emissions budgets approved by EPA for each of the milestone years.  
 
DeLong asked if emissions are getting better or worse. Itani responded that, overall, 
emissions are improving. Discussion ensued.  
 

XIII. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Kent showed the Committee a map that detailed MDOT projects through FY2016.  
 
Itani added that whenever there is a TIP amendment in the future, if it is feasible, Staff will 
show it on a map so that the members know where projects are located. Rice suggested 
that this also be done with MDOT’s projects on an annual basis. Itani agreed. 
 
Itani also added that, according to the 2010 census, the population within the MPO 
boundary has increased close to 7%, which is good news since funding is based on 
population.  
 
Houtteman commented that he saw a white paper written by Andrea Brown that focused 
on regional planning and mentioned GVMC. He asked if GVMC was looking for a 
response to this paper. Itani responded that there was a discussion at the last Board 
meeting about this, and while the paper will have ramifications on Metro Council as a 
whole, it should not impact the MPO itself. Discussion ensued.  
 
Varga stated that Secretary LaHood announced that the Rapid will receive a $600,000 
grant to study the Laker Corridor.  
 

XIV. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Koslosky entertained a motion to adjourn the October 19, 2011 Policy Committee 
meeting. 
 
MOTION by Holtrop, SUPPORT by Krombeen, to adjourn the October 19, 2011 
Policy Committee meeting at 10:40 am. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  


