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MINUTES 

 
Grand Valley Metropolitan Council 

Transportation Division 
POLICY COMMITTEE 

WEDNESDAY, January 18, 2012 
Kent County Road Commission  

1500 Scribner NW         Grand Rapids, MI 
   
Varga, chair of the Policy Committee, called the meeting to order at 9:32 am. The 
Committee members, staff, and guests present introduced themselves. 
 

I. ROLL CALL AND INTRODUCTIONS 
  

Voting Members Present 
Peter Varga, Chair      The Rapid 
Alex Arends       Alpine Township 
Dan Carlton       Georgetown Township 
Mark DeClercq      City of Grand Rapids 
Ken Feldt       City of East Grand Rapids 
Tim Grifhorst       OCRC 
Don R. Hilton, Sr.      Gaines Township 
Jim Holtrop   Proxy for   Ottawa County 
    Don VanDoeselaar  City of Hudsonville 
Rich Houtteman      City of Kentwood 
Phil Johnson        GRFIA 
Dennis Kent   Proxy for   MDOT 
    Mark Howe   City of Lowell 
Ken Krombeen, Vice Chair     City of Grandville  
Ray Lenze   Proxy for   MDOT 
    Dal McBurrows  MDOT 
Darrel Schmalzel      City of Walker 
Steve Warren   Proxy for   KCRC 
    John Rice   KCRC 

 
 Staff and Non-Voting Guests Present 

Andrea Faber       GVMC Staff 
Abed Itani       GVMC Staff  
Joshua Lunger      GR Chamber  
Darrell Robinson      GVMC Staff 
Rachael Tupica      FHWA 
Mike Zonyk       GVMC Staff 

  
Voting Members Not Present 
Jerry Alkema       Allendale Township 
Dick Bulkowski      Kent County Commissioner 
Christine Burns      City of Cedar Springs 
Dick Davies       Cannon Township 
Eric DeLong       City of Grand Rapids 
Mike DeVries       Grand Rapids Township 
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George Haga         Ada Township 
Bryan Harrison  Caledonia Charter Township 
Dennis Hoemke      Algoma Township 
Bob Homan       Plainfield Township 
Mark Howe       City of Lowell 
Dal McBurrows      MDOT 
Jim Miedema       Jamestown Township 
Audrey Nevins -Weiss      Byron Township 
Dave Pasquale      Grand Rapids Township 
Richard Pastoor      City of Wyoming 
Steve Peterson      Cascade Township 
Jack Poll       City of Wyoming 
Chuck Porter       Courtland Township 
Jon Rice       KCRC 
Martin Super       Village of Sparta 
Don VanDoeselaar      City of Hudsonville 
Toby VanEss       Tallmadge Township 
Michael Young      City of Rockford 
 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Varga entertained a motion to approve the December 21, 2011 minutes. 
 
MOTION by Schmalzel, SUPPORT by Holtrop, to approve of the December 21, 2011 
Policy Committee meeting minutes. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

III. OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
None. 
 

IV. FY2011-2014 TIP AMENDMENTS/MODIFICATIONS  
 
Referring to Item IV: Attachment A, Robinson informed the Committee that several 
jurisdictions were requesting to amend the FY2011-2014 TIP.  
 
First, MDOT requested several TIP amendments for FY2012 through FY2014 as well as 
adding some projects to the illustrative list of projects.  
 
Second, ITP-The Rapid also requested several TIP amendments to move all FY2011 
Activity Line Items (ALI’s) and associated funds to FY2012.   

 
Third, the City of Grand Rapids requested to add a conditionally approved 
Transportation Enhancement Grant project to the FY2011-2014 TIP. This grant is for 
bioretention islands on Plainfield Avenue from Leonard St. to 200’ north of Ann St.   
 
Fourth, the Ottawa County Road Commission (OCRC) is requesting to add two bridge 
projects to the FY2011-2014 TIP: 8th Avenue Bridge over Lau Bach Drain in FY2012 and 
Luce St. Bridge over Sand Creek in FY2014.  
 
Fifth, the Kent County Road Commission (KCRC) is requesting a TIP adjustment as well 
as adding a bridge project to the FY2011-2014 TIP. Specifically, the KCRC requested to 
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move the 84th St. bridge over the Thornapple River (local bridge funds) from 2013 to 
2012 and to add the Knapp St. Bridge over the Grand River project (local bridge funds) 
to the TIP for 2012.   
 
Last, the American Red Cross and Senior Neighbors Inc. requested to add section 5310 
funded projects to the FY2011-2014 TIP.  
 
Schmalzel asked for clarification on the Kentwood Hub Center project. Varga responded 
that this project was built under pre-award authority, and noted that, in all the years he’s 
been at The Rapid, it’s been rare to have an obligation issue with projects. He also 
explained how this funding became held up.  
 
Varga noted that TIP amendments now end at the Policy Committee level and no longer 
go on to Metro Council. Discussion, comments and questions ensued.  
 
Varga entertained a motion to amend the FY2011-2014 TIP. 
 
MOTION by Krombeen, SUPPORT by Arends, to amend the FY2011-2014 TIP to 
include the requests by MDOT, ITP-The Rapid, the City of Grand Rapids, the 
Ottawa County Road Commission (OCRC), the Kent County Road Commission 
(KCRC), the American Red Cross, and Senior Neighbors, as identified. MOTION 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.   
 

V. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Varga distributed an invitation to the ribbon-cutting ceremony to celebrate the opening of 
the renovated Wealthy St. Operations Center on Saturday, January 28th at 2:00 pm.  
 
DeClercq asked Tupica if there were any updates from FHWA. Tupica responded that 
they are still waiting on the next reauthorization of SAFETEA-LU. Itani added that the 
House was expected to take up the bill in February and that the current extension 
expires on March 31st. He noted that Washington isn’t sincere about coming up with a 
new bill, but if extensions like this continue, it benefits the MPO because there are no 
cuts to transportation funding. However, this makes long-term transportation planning 
difficult. Discussion, comments and questions ensued.  
 
Itani noted that the governor is going to propose a new plan or make changes to the plan 
he already submitted for transportation funding. The new plan will generate an additional 
$500 million in funding. There will also be a new approach to the vehicle registration 
plan. People with older cars will pay less, and those with newer cars will pay more.  
 
Lastly, Itani added that Don Stypula, GVMC’s former executive director, retired. John 
Weiss is GVMC’s new executive director. He started at GVMC on a part-time basis and 
will be full-time on February 3rd.  

 
Discussion, comments and questions ensued.     
 

VI. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Varga adjourned the January 18, 2012 Policy Committee meeting at 9:59 am. 


