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MINUTES 

 
Grand Valley Metropolitan Council 

Transportation Division 
POLICY COMMITTEE 

WEDNESDAY, August 17, 2011 
Kent County Road Commission  

1500 Scribner NW         Grand Rapids, MI 
 

Koslosky, chair of the Policy Committee, noted that there was not a quorum and 
recommended that the members in attendance act as a committee and adopt a 
recommendation that would be reaffirmed at the next Policy Committee meeting.  
 
MOTION by Rice, SUPPORT by Houtteman, for the Policy Committee members in 
attendance to function as a Committee and give a recommendation to the full 
Policy Committee at the next meeting. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  
 
Koslosky called the Committee of the Policy Committee to order at 9:32 am.  
 

I. ROLL CALL AND INTRODUCTIONS 
  

Voting Members Present 
Jim Koslosky (Chair)      GRFIA 
Tim Grifhorst       OCRC 
Jim Holtrop   Proxy for   Ottawa County 
    Don VanDoeselaar  City of Hudsonville 
Rich Houtteman      City of Kentwood 
Dennis Kent   Proxy for   MDOT 
    Mark Howe   City of Lowell 
Ken Krombeen      City of Grandville  
Ray Lenze   Proxy for   MDOT 
    Dal McBurrows  MDOT 
Richard Pastoor      City of Wyoming 
Jon Rice   Proxy for   KCRC 
    Dick Bulkowski  Kent County Commissioner 
Darrel Schmalzel      City of Walker 
Conrad Venema  Proxy for   ITP-The Rapid 
    Peter Varga   ITP-The Rapid 
  

 Staff and Non-Voting Guests Present 
Andrea Dewey      GVMC Staff 
Andrea Faber       GVMC Staff 
Abed Itani       GVMC Staff  
Darrell Robinson      GVMC Staff 
Norm Sevensma      WMEAC-RWBC 
George Yang       GVMC Staff 
Mike Zonyk       GVMC Staff 

  
Voting Members Not Present 
Jerry Alkema       Allendale Township 
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Alex Arends       Alpine Township 
Dick Bulkowski      Kent County Commissioner 
Christine Burns      City of Cedar Springs 
Dan Carlton       Georgetown Township 
Dick Davies       Cannon Township 
Mark DeClercq      City of Grand Rapids 
Eric DeLong       City of Grand Rapids 
Mike DeVries       Grand Rapids Township 
Jeff Dood       City of Rockford 
Ken Feldt       City of East Grand Rapids 
George Haga         Ada Township 
Bryan Harrison  Caledonia Charter Township 
Don R. Hilton, Sr.      Gaines Township 
Dennis Hoemke      Algoma Township 
Bob Homan       Plainfield Township 
Mark Howe       City of Lowell 
Dal McBurrows      MDOT 
Jim Miedema       Jamestown Township 
Audrey Nevins       Byron Township 
Steve Peterson      Cascade Township 
Jack Poll       City of Wyoming 
Chuck Porter       Courtland Township 
Martin Super       Village of Sparta 
Don VanDoeselaar      City of Hudsonville 
Toby VanEss       Tallmadge Township 
Peter Varga       The Rapid 
 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Koslosky entertained a motion to approve the June 15, 2011 minutes. 
 
MOTION by Holtrop, SUPPORT by Schmalzel, to approve of the June 15, 2011 
Policy Committee meeting minutes. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

III. OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
None.  
  

IV. FY2011-2014 TIP AMENDMENTS/MODIFICATIONS  
Referring to Item IV: Attachment A, Robinson explained two administrative 
modifications to the TIP requested by the City of Grand Rapids and MDOT. 
 
The first request, from the City of Grand Rapids, was to add several illustrative projects 
to the TIP, including the following: Medical Mile transit improvements and related non-
motorized connections totaling $6.635 million, Silverline-Laker BRT and related non-
motorized connections for $14.347 million, and additional non-motorized 
improvements—connections for $19.808 million. The total of all projects is $40.790 
million. The federal share of this would be $28.419 million, and the local share would be 
$12.371 million.  
 
The City of Grand Rapids intended to apply for a Transportation Investment Generating 
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Economic Recovery (TIGER) discretionary grant to fund these projects, and in order for 
the projects to be considered for funding, they must appear in the TIP.  
 
The second request, from MDOT, was to move their M-44 from Ramsdell Dr. to E. Kent 
Co. Line project (JN 108914) from FY2012 to FY2011 in the FY2011-2014 TIP.  
 
Referring to an additional handout, Robinson also noted that ITP-The Rapid was 
requesting an amendment to the TIP for FY2012 in preparation of the FY2011 Earmarks 
of Section 5309, State of Good Repair (SGR), and the Section 5339 Alternative 
Analysis. Specifically, the Rapid requested to revise the federal total requested for their 
Section 5309 ITS project. The federal total would increase from $2,500,000 to 
$3,168,000. They also requested to add a new project—the Lake Corridor Study—for 
$600,000. Both projects are state matched at 80/20%. Discussion ensued.  
 
Schmalzel asked if the City of Grand Rapids’ projects were all included in the LRTP and 
asked for more details on them. Robinson replied that TIGER grants are very 
competitive, but if the City of Grand Rapids does receive one, changes to the LRTP will 
likely need to be made to reflect this. Discussion ensued.  
 
Koslosky suggested that the Committee of the Policy Committee recommend that these 
TIP administrative modifications/amendments be advanced and reaffirmed by approval 
of the minutes at the next Policy Committee meeting. 
 
MOTION by Rice, SUPPORT by Pastoor, that the Committee of the Policy 
Committee recommend that the TIP administrative modifications/amendments 
from the City of Grand Rapids, ITP, and MDOT be advanced and reaffirmed at the 
next Policy Committee meeting by the approval of minutes. 
 
Houtteman requested that the City of Grand Rapids bring a map of their projects to the 
next meeting. That way, the Committee members can see how they can connect into the 
City of Grand Rapids’ regional infrastructure. Koslosky suggested that the Committee 
develop a checklist for project submittals such as this. 
 
Koslosky returned the motion in question to the floor. MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY.   

 
V. OTHER BUSINESS 

 
Koslosky said that he issued a letter of retirement to his board last week and added that 
he has enjoyed being part of this group for 21 years. He also noted that the airport is 
functioning on extensions of the aviation funding bill until a long-term bill is approved.  
 
Itani added that the MPO has been operating without a transportation bill since 2009. 
The current extension expires on Sept. 30th. If there is an extension, the funding level will 
be at the current level. However, if a new bill is approved, funding levels could change. 
The worst case scenario would be a 30% cut in funding. Discussion ensued.  
  

VI. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Koslosky adjourned the August 17, 2011 Policy Committee meeting at 9:46 am. 


