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GVMC
Public Comment Form
Project:
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Phone Number

[. Would you like to be contacted by staff?
DS(Yes

7 No

2. Would you like to be notified of future public meetings?

Grand Valley Metro Council
40 Pearl Street NW Suite 410 Grand Rapids, MI 49503
Phone: 776-3876 Fax: 774-9292
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Grand Valiey Metro Council

Transportation Division
POLICY COMMITTEE

Wednesday, July 20t
Kent County Road Commission
1500 Scribner NW  Grand Rapids, Mi 49504
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7/20/05
2008 TIP AIR QUALITY ANALYSIS- Public Comment

Even to a person who has been hanging around the GVMC Tech. and Policy
meetings for the last ten years, your public comment process is quite confusing. We are
supposed to review a document that is on line and then comment on a revision to a
program that has already been approved. This back door method of soliciting public
opinion at Policy Committee meetings suggests a minimal effort to comply with Federal
requirements. There is scant effort to engage, educate, and inform the community in order
to elicit meaningful responses,

The Federal government is not doing enough to improve air quality or to control
the proliferation of greenhouse gases. Our energy policy is “dig it out faster”. Our forestry
policy is “no tree left behind”. Our “Blue Skies™ policy actually relaxes emission
requirements for power plants. Energy companies are getting new tax incentives even
while they are raking in record profits. International Treaties to mitigate global warming
are ridiculed as being based on bad science. Our Ozone Action actions are increasing as
hot weather gets hotter.

Our own MPO treats alternative transportation like a poor third cousin. Bicyclists
and pedestrians must go to the end the line for hand outs after the road projects are taken
care of. The safety of bicyclists and pedestrians is endangered by the lack of adequate
facilities. No attempt was made to integrate the AMTRAK service with the new transit
center. The tracks are bad, the trains run late, and the funding cut “Sword of Damocles” is
always hanging over their heads.

Our land use practices are gobbling up green space and our emphasis on
automobile transportation is inevitably going to lead to more congestion, pollution, and a
diminished quality of life. Air quality will not be improved in the long run by building left
turn storage lanes. Addressing the long term air quality problem is going to depend upon a
meaningful integration of alternative transportation into our long range plans and treating
the alternate modes like rich first cousins.

Norm Sevensma
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