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      Public and Stakeholder Engagement Materials 
 

 
This sec�on includes documenta�on of our efforts to engage the public as well as our consulta�on (stakeholder) 
organiza�ons. It also contains records of materials sent to home and business owners as part of our environmental 
jus�ce (EJ) process. It is divided into three parts: 

1. Public Participation Summary Report (including information about our public survey and comments received) 
2. Consultation Documentation (including comments received) 
3. Environmental Justice materials 

 

Public Participation Summary Report 
The Grand Valley Metropolitan Council (GVMC) is commited to ensuring that ci�zen input contributes to transporta�on 
problem iden�fica�on through public comment periods, public mee�ngs, and review of the dra� document, and that 
public involvement is a cornerstone of the transporta�on planning process. GVMC, as the Metropolitan Planning 
Organiza�on (MPO), is also federally required to explicitly set forth public par�cipa�on policies. The standards for this 
process are found in Title 23, Code of Federal Regula�ons, Part 450, and in Title 49, Code of Federal Regula�ons, Part 
613, which require that the public have reasonable opportunity to comment on transporta�on plans and programs. 
These policies are laid out in the Public Par�cipa�on Plan (PPP), which can be found on GVMC’s website. The PPP 
describes all the public par�cipa�on goals and requirements for GVMC, including specific details regarding how GVMC 
will invite the public into the MTP development process. These guidelines were followed by staff throughout the 
development of the 2050 MTP.  
 
The MTP Public Participation Process Overview 
GVMC’s Public Par�cipa�on Plan is typically updated prior to the development of every new MTP. However, because of 
the unprecedented �mes created by the COVID-19 pandemic, GVMC decided that our 2018 plan required upda�ng prior 
to the development of the FY2023-2026 TIP to beter encompass virtual public outreach strategies and informa�on 
about virtual mee�ngs. The updated Public Par�cipa�on Plan was approved at a joint Technical/Policy mee�ng on July 
21, 2021, a litle over a year before the kickoff of the 2050 MTP.  

Per GVMC’s Public Par�cipa�on Plan (PPP), we reached out to the public at four different milestones during the 
development of the MTP, which included:  

1. The kickoff to the MTP’s development  
2. Pre-programming collabora�on  
3. Dra� MTP, environmental jus�ce, and air quality results (if applicable) completed and available for public 

comment  
4. Adop�on of dra� document  

 
In addi�on, we held three listening sessions with Mel Troter guests to beter understand transporta�on barriers they 
were experiencing with housing and employment. Comments received from these listening sessions are included with 
the comments received at public engagement milestones at the end of this document.  
 
GVMC maintains an extensive interested ci�zen/agencies list, or “public par�cipa�on mailing list,” that is used to provide 
informa�on and no�ce to the public on transporta�on planning ac�vi�es. In addi�on to the public, this list also includes 
elected officials, academic ins�tu�ons, chambers of commerce, neighborhood associa�ons, housing organiza�ons, 
government agencies, and transporta�on service providers. This list is maintained in Mailchimp and currently contains 
over 2,200 subscribers.  

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/59dce13bb1ffb65b4d405588/t/60f8691f15f8971b4a495be1/1626892577965/2021+Public+Participation+Plan+Update_Final+Approved+7_21_2021.pdf
https://www.gvmc.org/public-involvement


 
To provide the public with fast, easy access to all informa�on related to the 2050 MTP, staff updated gvmc.org 
throughout the planning process. This included ensuring that announcements for all public par�cipa�on opportuni�es, 
the MTP survey, other relevant background informa�on, and past planning documents were all posted on our website. 
GVMC also u�lized our own social media presence on Facebook, Twiter, Instagram, and Nextdoor to make details related 
to the document’s development available to the public and asked MDOT, The Rapid and LINC UP to share our MTP 
Facebook posts to expand our reach.  
 
Incorpora�on of Comments 
All public comments received during the development of the document can be found at the end of this document. All 
submited public comments were provided to the GVMC Technical and Policy Commitees for considera�on, and, when 
applicable, comments were forwarded to the respec�ve road or transit agency for details. This commitee review aided 
staff during the process, helping to make decisions regarding the plan along the way. All comments received were 
reviewed and incorporated into the MTP when and where appropriate.  
 
In addi�on to the public mee�ngs, opportuni�es for public comment are available at Technical Commitee, Policy 
Commitee, and GVMC Board mee�ngs. Agendas and minutes for these mee�ngs are posted on gvmc.org. 
 
Evalua�ng our Outreach Process 
GVMC staff will evaluate public par�cipa�on efforts for this document through our Public Par�cipa�on Plan (PPP) update 
process, which will iden�fy areas of success and areas that can be improved upon for future plans. 
 
Public Involvement Efforts by Major Milestones 
 
1.) Kickoff to MTP Development  
GVMC staff no�fied the public that the development of the 2050 MTP was beginning between August 15 and 16, 2022, 
in the following ways: 

• Adding a no�ce and detailed MTP informa�on to www.gvmc.org; no�ce appeared on “Latest Developments” and 
MTP page 

• Sending an email to the interested ci�zen/agency list 
• Pos�ng on GVMC’s Facebook page and X (formerly Twiter) and asking partner organiza�ons to share the post as 

well; Instagram and Nextdoor were also used later to adver�se the public survey 
• Submi�ng a press release to GVMC’s media contact list, which was also posted online  
 

 
Public Survey 
At this point, GVMC also developed and circulated an online survey through Survey Monkey to gain feedback from the 
public about transporta�on needs and priori�es. This survey was an enhanced version of the survey we used for our 
2040 and 2045 MTP. Prior to launching the survey, GVMC staff contracted with Grand Valley State University (GVSU) to 
review our previous survey and provide recommenda�ons for updates. Part of the contract also included GVSU 
developing a list of loca�ons where we could post informa�on about the survey to reach low income and ethnic minority 
groups.  

The revised survey asked the public eight ques�ons about the transporta�on system, including their thoughts on 
pavement condi�on, safety, conges�on, public transporta�on, nonmotorized transporta�on, air and rail, emerging 
transporta�on issues, op�ons to increase transporta�on funding, and where they would like to see transporta�on dollars 
invested. In addi�on, the public was given the opportunity to provide addi�onal comments or concerns about our 
transporta�on system. Seven op�onal demographic ques�ons were included on the survey that asked the responder to 
provide their zip code; the city, township, or village they live in; their ethnicity; gender; age; yearly household income; 
and number of people in their household. Upon comple�on, GVMC contracted with the Hispanic Center of West 

http://www.gvmc.orgn/


Michigan to translate the survey and the materials to adver�se it into Spanish. The survey received 1,109 responses by 
the survey close date of November 11, 2022, and 595 respondents provided comments. To view the comments, please 
refer to the end of this document.     

To help spread the word about the survey, GVMC contacted 
every jurisdic�on as well as The Rapid, LINC UP, Disability 
Advocates, Senior Neighbors and Downtown Grand Rapids Inc 
(DGRI) to partner with us by pos�ng the survey link on their 
website, in newsleters, or on their website; providing flyers at 
their loca�on, passing our hard copies of the survey, invi�ng 
us to events where we could ask the public to take the survey 
on the spot, or helping us distribute informa�on about the 
survey in another manner of their choosing. To provide an 
incen�ve and to encourage friendly compe��on between 
ci�es, townships, and villages in our planning area, GVMC also 
partnered with our Environmental Department to provide a 
$1,000 beau�fica�on grant. The five communi�es with the 
highest response rates were entered in the draw. The winner, 
Jamestown Charter Township, was selected using an online 
randomized tool. 

GVMC also used mul�ple social media pla�orms to expand 
our reach. GVMC posted the survey on our Facebook page 
four �mes and boosted it, on X (formerly Twiter) three �mes, 
on Nextdoor three �mes, and on Instagram three �mes. As for 
the student poster contest, GVMC posted on Facebook two 
�mes, on X (formerly Twiter) two �mes, and on Instagram 
one �me (plus another post saying it was "coming soon" and 
two more a�er the contest closed). The results of the survey 
compe��on were posted on Facebook, Instagram, and X 
(formerly Twiter). GVMC also atended several events where 
we brought copies of the survey or an iPad that staff used as a 
kiosk. These events included: 

• The Fulton Street Farmers Market on August 31, 
2022, and September 9, 2022, from 9 am-12 pm  

• The Kentwood Farmers Market on September 15, 2022, from 4:30-7:30 pm 
• The Grand Rapids African American Art and Music Festival on September 17, 2022, from 4-8 pm 
• Table on the Platform at Rapid Central Station on October 1, 2022, from 3-5 pm and October 21, 2022, from 2-4 

pm 

Addi�onally, GVMC brought paper copies of the survey to Senior Neighbors so that their clients who do not have internet 
access were s�ll able to par�cipate. However, due to inclement weather and an event being cancelled, Senior Neighbors 
was only able to provide five completed copies. Staff was able to manually enter data from paper copies of the survey 
into Survey Monkey.    

Data from the survey is available in a story map, and tables of the survey data are included in the pages that follow. MTP 
survey results by zip code can be accessed here.   

  

 

To reach low income and ethnic minority groups, staff 
dropped off flyers at the following loca�ons that were 
included on the recommended list from GVSU: 

Kent County 
• Asian Delight Marketplace,  

Asian grocery store 
• New Hope Baptist Church, Baptist church 
• Holy Name of Jesus Parish, Catholic church 
• Great Giant Supermarket, grocery store 
• El Especial Supermarket & Bakery,  

grocery store 
• Bubble Magic Laundry, laundromat 
• S & H Laundromat, laundromat 
• Wash-King Laundromat, laundromat 
• Kentwood Cleaners & Laundry, laundromat  
• Supermercado Mexico,  

Mexican grocery store 
• Hispanic Center of West Michigan,  

non-profit organization 
• Horrocks Market, supermarket 
• Rodriguez Supermarket, supermarket 
• Vernon J. Ehlers Station, train station 

 
Ottawa County 

• J & H Family Stores,  
convenience store/gas station 

• The Grocery Outlet Store,  
discount grocery store  

• Dollar Tree, dollar store 
• Hi-Tone Cleaners, dry cleaner 
• Jenison Cleaners, dry cleaner/laundromat 
• Family Fare (x 2), supermarket 
• Goodwill, thrift store 

https://regis-gvmc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=b0a0f3ded1d94c269e3d5e2969e738c1
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/4e5241a8a44042c9826a119b4957b9fc/?data_id=dataSource_1-SurveysbyZIP_gdb_4167%3A38


Survey Results 



 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 





 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 

  



The table below describes the number of people reached through each outreach method at this milestone: 

Outreach Method  Members of the Public Reached 

Facebook (4 posts) 17,768 

X (Twiter) 162 

Instagram 3,094 

Nextdoor 23,118 

Email opens 695 

Page views on gvmc.org 
under “Latest Developments” and MTP page 

from Aug 5, 2022 – Nov 11, 2022 
1.108 

Press Release* opens 23 

Approximate Reach 45,968 

*Note: The press release was not picked up by area media. 

 
Comments Received can be found at the end of this document.  

 
  



Sampling of Outreach Materials 

Web Posting about MTP Kickoff and Survey – Latest Developments 

 

Web posting – MTP Page 

 

 



 



MTP Kickoff Facebook Post 

 

MTP Kickoff Tweet 

 



Instagram 

 

 

 



 

 



Nextdoor 



Email to Public Involvement List 

 



Press Release 

 

 

GRAND VALLEY METROPOLITAN COUNCIL 

ADA TOWNSHIP  ALGOMA TOWNSHIP  ALLENDALE TOWNSHIP  ALPINE TOWNSHIP  BELDING  BYRON TOWNSHIP  CALEDONIA  CALEDONIA TOWNSHIP  CANNON TOWNSHIP CASCADE TOWNSHIP  
CEDAR SPRINGS   COOPERSVILLE   COURTLAND TOWNSHIP  EAST GRAND RAPIDS  GAINES TOWNSHIP  GEORGETOWN TOWNSHIP  GRAND RAPIDS  GRAND RAPIDS TOWNSHIP  GRANDVILLE 

 GREENVILLE   HASTINGS  HUDSONVILLE  IONIA  JAMESTOWN TOWNSHIP  KENT COUNTY  KENTWOOD  LOWELL   LOWELL TOWNSHIP   MIDDLEVILLE   NELSON TOWNSHIP  
OTTAWA COUNTY   PLAINFIELD TOWNSHIP    ROCKFORD  SAND LAKE    SPARTA   TALLMADGE TOWNSHIP  WALKER  WAYLAND  WYOMING 

 
Media Release 

 

Contact: Andrea Faber, Transportation Planner FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Phone: 616-776-7603   August 16, 2022 

E-mail: andrea.faber@gvmc.org 

 
 

GVMC Seeks Input from Local Residents on Transportation 
Priorities for 2050 Metropolitan Transportation Plan 

 
Grand Rapids, Mich. - The Grand Valley Metropolitan Council (GVMC) is seeking input from Kent 

and Ottawa County residents to identify regional transportation priorities for the next 25 years. The 

feedback will assist in the development of the 2050 Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) for the 

Grand Rapids region.  GVMC is required by federal law to update the MTP every four years. As part 

of the MTP development process, we will be evaluating road conditions, congestion, safety, freight 

movement, passenger rail, air travel, non-motorized, transit, and other modes of transportation, along 

with input from the public.    

“At GVMC, we are looking to bring multiple users and stakeholders together to tell us what they need 

from our regional transportation network,” said John Weiss, executive director of GVMC. “Public 

input is critical for us to ensure regional mobility is moving forward to serve businesses and residents 

from Kent and Ottawa Counties.”  



GVMC is seeking public input through a survey and poster contest for kindergarten through 12th grade 

students.   A link to the survey and information about the student poster contest is available at 

www.gvmc.org/mtp. The communities with the highest participation rates in the survey will be entered 

in a drawing to win a beautification grant that will provide trees or green infrastructure for the selected 

community. Prizes for the poster contest will be awarded to winners in the following categories: 

• Kindergarten through 4th grade 

Top prize: a kid’s Trek bike, courtesy of Rockford Bike Shop 

• 5th – 8th grade 

Top prize: One pair of round-trip Amtrak® tickets from Grand Rapids to Chicago 

• 9th – 12th grade 

Top prize: One pair of round-trip Amtrak® tickets from Grand Rapids to Chicago 

Second and third place prizes will also be awarded for every age category.  

 

The public can submit comments in person, online, over the phone, or by mail, at any time during the 

development of the MTP, which is expected to take place through early May of 2024. GVMC staff will 

also participate in local events throughout the development of the MTP to allow the opportunity for in-

person feedback. More information about the MTP can be found online: www.gvmc.org/mtp. To stay 

informed about the effort and receive updates, sign up at www.gvmc.org/public-involvement. 

 

### 

 

The Grand Valley Metro Council (GVMC) is a council of governments dedicated to enhancing the 

quality of life of the people of our metropolitan area through collaboration among regional partners. 

For more information on GVMC, please visit gvmc.org. 

http://www.gvmc.org/mtp
http://www.gvmc.org/mtp
http://www.gvmc.org/public-involvement
http://www.gvmc.org/


6” x 6” Postcard (English & Spanish) 

 

 



8.5” x 11” Flyer (English) 

 

 

 



8.5” x 11” Flyer (Spanish) 

 

 

 



11” x 17” Student poster contest template 

English 

 

Spanish 

 



2.) Pre-Programming Collabora�on 

Once the comprehensive needs and deficiencies analyses were completed, GVMC invited the public to 
comment on them in the following ways:  

• Pos�ng a no�ce and detailed informa�on on www.gvmc.org  
• Sending an email to the interested ci�zen/agency list  
• Pos�ng on social media 
• Submi�ng a press release to GVMC’s media contact list and pos�ng it online 
• Launching an MTP Bingo game 

 

GVMC made this informa�on available to the public on Thursday, June 15, 2023. The public was asked to 
comment on the iden�fied modal needs on or before Wednesday, July 12, 2023, for a total comment period of 
28 days.  

The table below describes the number of people reached through each outreach method at this milestone:  

Outreach Method Members of the public reached 

Facebook (including 1 paid post) 4,655 

X (Twiter) (4 posts) 866 

Instagram (including 1 paid post) 3,811 

Nextdoor 9,708 

Email opens 706 

Page views on gvmc.org 
under “Latest Developments” and MTP page 

from June 15, 2023 – July 19, 2023 
1,729 

Press Release* opens 22 

El Vocero Hispano 
(print ad, web banner, social media) 

unknown 

Print copies of MTP Bingo cards issued to 
2 library branches & 3 Gazelle Sports loca�ons 

for distribu�on 
115 

MTP Bingo fliers distributed at 
35 library branches & 3 Gazelle Sports loca�ons 

unknown 

Approximate Reach Over 21,612 

*Note: The press release was not picked up by area media. 

 

Comments Received can be found at the end of this document.  

http://www.gvmc.org/


 

 
  



Sampling of Outreach Materials 

Web Posting with call for feedback on needs analyses & MTP Bingo launch 

 

Web posting – MTP Page 

 



 

 



 



MTP Bingo Launch Facebook Post 

 

MTP Bingo Launch Tweet 



Instagram 

 

 

 

 

 



Nextdoor 



Email to Public Involvement List 

 



 



Press Release 

 

 

 



 

 



El Vocero Hispano – 728px x 90px Web Banner 

 

  



El Vocero Hispano – 5” x 8” Print Ad (published June 30, 2023) 

 

 

  



8.5” x 11” Flyer (English) 

 

 

 



8.5” x 11” Flyer (Spanish) 

 

 

 



11” x 17” MTP Bingo Card 

English - Cover 

 

English - Inside 

 



11” x 17” MTP Bingo Card 

Spanish - Cover 

 

Spanish - Inside 

 



3.) Dra� MTP, environmental jus�ce, and air quality results completed and available for 
public comment 

Once the dra� MTP document, environmental jus�ce, and air quality results were available, GVMC invited the 
public to comment on them in the following ways:  

• Posting a notice and detailed information on www.gvmc.org  
• Sending an email to the interested citizen/agency list and a direct mailing to the environmental justice 

mailing list 
• Posting on social media (Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and NextDoor), and sharing the posts with 

MDOT, The Rapid, and LINC Up 
• Publishing a newspaper advertisement in English in The Grand Rapids Press and in Spanish in El Vocero 
• Distributing copies of the draft MTP document to all libraries within the MPO area and links to the 

MTP document to all jurisdictions within the MPO area  
• Submitting a press release to GVMC’s media contact list and posting it online 

 
No�ces included an invita�on to atend one of two open houses on Wednesday, April 10, 2024, at Rapid 
Central Sta�on or a Virtual Open House on Thursday, April 11, 2024. GVMC made this informa�on available to 
the public Thursday, March 21, 2024, and Friday, March 22, 2024. The public comment period officially started 
on Friday, March 22, 2024, and the public was asked to comment on the document before April 22, 2024. The 
comment period lasted 31 days total.  
 
The table below describes the number of people reached through each outreach method at this milestone. 

Outreach Method Members of the public reached 

Facebook Reach (3 posts) 1,169 

Twitter Impressions (3 posts) 39 

Nextdoor Impressions (2 posts) 22,187 

Instagram Impressions (3 posts) 176 

Direct mailing to environmental justice list 877 

Email opens 654 

The Grand Rapids Press circulation (Sunday) 19,250 

El Vocero circulation 5,000 
Pageviews on gvmc.org under “Latest 
Developments” (March 22 – April 22) 46 

Pageviews on MTP page (March 22 – April 22) 413 
Copies of the document to libraries and links to 

jurisdictions unknown 

Press release email opens* 34 

Approximate Reach 
 

49,845 
 

 
*Please note: the press release was picked up by Shelley Irwin for “The Shelley Irwin Show” on WGVU, read on 
WOOD AM, and WZZM wrote an article about the MTP public comment period for their website.  

https://www.wgvunews.org/the-shelley-irwin-show/2024-04-04/grand-valley-metropolitan-council-hosts-2-open-houses-and-a-virtual-public-meeting-to-present-the-draft-of-the-2050-metropolitan-transportation-plan
https://www.wzzm13.com/article/traffic/construction/metropolitan-transportation-plan-kent-eastern-ottawa-counties-set-approval/69-cd845f08-15c5-4955-a9f7-b969780e063d




Sampling of Outreach Materials 

Web Posting with call to attend open houses or virtual public meeting (notice was also posted on 

gvmc.org/mtp) 

 

Social Media Posts 

Facebook 

 



Twiter/X 

 

Instagram 

 

 



Nextdoor 

 

 

El Vocero Social Media Post



El Vocero Print Ad 

 



GR Press Ad 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

Media Release 
 
 

Contact: Andrea Faber, Transportation Planner FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Phone: 616-776-7603   Friday, March 22, 2024 
E-mail: andrea.faber@gvmc.org 

 
GVMC Invites Public to Comment on  

Draft 2050 Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) 
 
Grand Rapids, MI – The Grand Valley Metropolitan Council (GVMC) has completed the draft 2050 
Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP), which includes transportation projects and investment priorities for 
the next 26 years. GVMC is hosting two open houses and a virtual public meeting to present the document, 
field questions, and gather comments from the public. Dates and times for these events are below:   
 

Open Houses: Virtual Public Meeting: 
Date: Wednesday, April 10, 2024 
Time: 2:00 pm – 3:30 pm and 5:00 pm – 6:30 pm 
Location: Rapid Central Station  
250 Cesar E Chavez Ave SW 
Grand Rapids, MI 49503 

Date: Thursday, April 11, 2024 
Time: 10:30 am – 12:00 pm 
Meeting Link: zoom.us/join 
Webinar ID: 828 3290 3091 
Passcode: 281266 
Or find the direct link at gvmc.org/mtp 

  
The draft 2050 MTP, which GVMC is required to update every four years, addresses all aspects of the system, 
including pavement and bridge conditions, traffic congestion, safety, freight movement, passenger rail, air 
travel, active transportation, and public transit. Financial projections show that while $777.6 million in federal 
funding can be reasonably expected to be available for local programs over the life of the plan, a minimum 
investment of $3.68 billion will be needed to address local roadway and transit needs. The document has been 
developed over the last 19 months in collaboration with GVMC Committee members, stakeholders, and the 
public.  
 
Public engagement for the document has been robust, beginning with a public survey during the fall of 2022 
that garnered over 1,100 responses and continuing with an interactive bingo game to encourage comment on 
GVMC’s mode-based needs analysis during the winter of 2023. GVMC is looking forward to this next public 
participation opportunity and informing the public about the contents of the plan to ensure that it aligns with 
their needs. To encourage engagement and interaction with the Plan, GVMC staff has created a crossword 
puzzle that relates to the content of the document. “Public input is critical for us to ensure regional mobility is 
moving forward to serve businesses and residents from Kent and Ottawa counties,” said GVMC Executive 
Director John Weiss. 
  
To view the draft 2050 MTP along with its companion documents, please visit www.gvmc.org/mtp. Hard copies 
are also available at GVMC’s office and at libraries within Kent and eastern Ottawa counties. The official public 
comment period will run from March 22, 2024, through April 22, 2024. Comments about the MTP and any of 
its companion documents can be submitted in person, online, over the phone, by email, or by mail to GVMC’s 
address. To stay informed about the effort, sign up for regular updates at www.gvmc.org/public-involvement. 
 
Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services and those requiring an interpreter or translation 
service should contact Andrea Faber for assistance.   
 

### 

http://www.gvmc.org/mtp
http://www.gvmc.org/mtp
mailto:andrea.faber@gvmc.org
http://www.gvmc.org/public-involvement


 
The Grand Valley Metro Council (GVMC) is a council of governments dedicated to enhancing the quality of life 
of the people of our metropolitan area through collaboration among regional partners. For more information 
on GVMC, please visit www.gvmc.org. 

http://www.gvmc.org/






Environmental Jus�ce Mailer 

 



Public Mee�ng Atendance Sheets 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



4.) Adop�on of dra� document  

To Be Writen



Consultation Summary 
The consulta�on period for the 2050 MTP was from Thursday, December 14, 2023 – Wednesday, February 7, 2024, for a 
total of 56 days. Extra �me was given because Christmas and New Year’s fell over the consulta�on period for the 
document. The original email sent to GVMC’s consulta�on agencies is located on the following page. A reminder email 
was also sent on Wednesday, January 17, 2024, three weeks before the end of the consulta�on period. One comment 
was received during the consulta�on period, which is located at the end of the comment sec�on.  

Per our consulta�on plan, GVMC also met the following requests from consulta�on agencies during the document’s 
development: (1) GVMC no�fied the Michigan State Police and Mark Bot, State Traffic and Safety Engineer for MDOT, on 
Tuesday, December 19, 2023, that there was one safety project in the 2050 MTP, and (2) GVMC no�fied the Michigan 
Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy; the Michigan Department of Natural Resources; the Michigan 
Department of Health and Human Services; and the Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development by 
email on Friday, March 22, 2024, that the dra� 2050 MTP was complete and available for public comment.  



 

Consultation Email  
 

  

  
 

Grand Valley Metropolitan Council (GVMC) is asking federal, 
state, tribal, and local agencies responsible for land use 
management, housing, natural resources, environmental 
protection, conservation, transportation/transit services, 
economic development, human services, historic preservation, 
and land use planning, along with Federal Land Management 
Agencies (FLMAs) to review GVMC's draft lists of projects for 
the 2050 Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) as well as 
the corresponding map (click here for an interactive version 
with project details) and compare these projects to their own 
long-range planning goals and documents to ensure that there 
are no conflicts as part of GVMC's consultation process. 
 
The project lists include: 

• 2023-2026 projects from the FY2023-2026 TIP 
• 2027-2030 project list 
• 2031-2040 project list 
• 2041-2050 project list 

Illustrative (unfunded) projects include:  

• Local illustrative project list 
• MDOT illustrative project list 
• Nonmotorized illustrative list 
• The Rapid's illustrative list 

Projects in the MTP include road resurfacing/reconstruction 
projects from our previously approved FY2023-2026 
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP), as well as the 

http://www.gvmc.org/mtp
https://mcusercontent.com/fb5efeaeb7756ea58b9da752c/files/c6958474-d91a-b230-4d95-f6fa2f7362fe/ProjectMap.pdf
https://regis-gvmc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/instant/basic/index.html?appid=84d3fa342ca44145b3a64a76ba352dd8
https://mcusercontent.com/fb5efeaeb7756ea58b9da752c/files/bd249061-9cdb-fcc1-f757-d8e4e82db9b6/STIP_12.11.2023.pdf
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project lists for years 2027-2050, which include 
expansion projects that lead to capacity increases and transit 
projects. Unfunded illustrative projects are not included on the 
map, as funding is not yet committed to them. While the MTP 
does list priority transportation projects in Kent and eastern 
Ottawa Counties, the inclusion of a specific project does not 
guarantee construction.  
 
The purpose of the consultation process is to meaningfully 
engage stakeholder agencies in a conversation to not only 
address their needs, but to be supportive of their goals and 
initiatives as well. This consultation process is not meant to 
replace other regulatory agencies’ responsibilities under federal 
laws and regulations and does not supersede any existing 
programmatic agreement, memorandum of understanding or 
other collaboration tools. 
 
Please respond with your feedback on or before 
Wednesday, February 7, 2024. Comments should be directed 
to Andrea Faber and may be submitted by email, phone 
(616.776.7603), online using the "Submit a Comment" button, 
or in person at GVMC's office (678 Front Ave. NW, Suite 200, 
Grand Rapids, MI 49504).  
 
Your comments are an important part of the transportation 
planning process. They will be shared with local road agencies 
and jurisdictions and will be included in an appendix of the final 
MTP document. Thank you for your participation.  
 
Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services 
and those in need of translation or interpreter assistance to 
participate in the consultation process should contact Andrea 
Faber to request accommodations.    
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Email to Michigan State Police 

 

 



 

Email to the Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy; the Michigan Department of Natural 
Resources; the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services; and the Michigan Department of Agriculture and 
Rural Development no�fying them that the dra� MTP was complete and available for public comment.  
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